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FT that ſeaſon of the year when the 


"a returning ſun recals a tranſitory 


— 


day to the dun regions of the north, the 
inhabitants of Lapland, no more compel- 


led by he rude influence of inclement 


ſkies, ſhrink to the ſhelter of their ſmoky 


hovel; no more, in lifiles ſlumbers, do 
they wall the dim hours of winter's 
15 cheerleſs night ; but haſte to the ſpacious 0 
_ foreftji, which the quick vegetating ray 


has now clothed in it's gayeſt verdure z 


there, with unrelenting ſtrokes, level its 
- \gowering glories, and repair with the 
welcome merchandize to the Ruſſian con- 
ines. Now ribbands of various dye, the 
uſeful labours of the induſtrious loom ; 
"oh 13 1 : 


& _ 

$3! "WM 

1 
NB 


— ein 


2 THE LAPLANDER. 


bent, and ſkins, which the hand of Art 
has poliſhed, profuſely pour in luxuriance 
on the ftrand ; while, with his favourite 


| Maid, the Joyous youth leads up the 
dance, or tunes the unftudied * her 


Tmiles infpire. | 
Thus the contented p zeafant Weldon 


the Feet, though Wor t-lived, glance of | 


returning ſummer : / ſatisfied with his lot, 


| He ſighs not for the joys of more poliſhed 
re egions; he fighs not for Joys ſuperior to | 


"thoſe which nature has implanted 3 in the 


Toll of his nativity. 


nong the reſt, whom the prolific fed . 


ſon drew from the hut of obſcurity, was 


the beauteous'Oraminda : "ſhe, of all the 


virgin train, difregarded the fighs of 
| ove; her heart, cold as her native 


ſhows, diſowtied the warnith of the ſym- 


inks — 3 her n Was in the 
active 
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actiye ſports of the chace ; J with the ar- 
| row bent ſhe alone delighted t to purſue 
the roe- -buck, and, the wild boar, over 
the ficepy mountain, and through the 
e ng foreſt, 1 hough born beneath the 


440 11 1 


| frigid. zone, and inured to inclement 


N ies ; ihe. W was repl ete with the graces of 
more temperate climes : the lily and the 

roſe uu united in her complexion, though 
the formor prevailed ; as if Sol's maturing | 
beam had left the vermilion nripened. 
Her boſory reſembled the taintleſs ſnow 
on the mountain; and her eyes were 
brilliant as the hanging ificle, enlight- 
MX ened by t the ſun-beam. None, like her, 


excelled i in the  ſwiftneſs of the race; 5 


8 


none, like her, tyanged th bow-firmg 
with { ſo ſure an aim. 8 3 

: | Alban purſued her over the mountain; * 
and . che fide of the ruſhing ny 
B 2öͥöꝗ;õ 
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| Gghed forth his amorous tale. In vain 
did Omar weave the verdant wreath for 
Her fair treſſes, or diſplay his taſte in 


"thoſe luxuries which the returning tide 
waſted from the Ruſſian territories. 


Swift as the flying arrow ſhe fled the 


ſuing youths, and ſought uninterrupted 


quiet in the obſcute paths of ſolitude. : 5 


One day, fatigued with the chace, ſhe 


ſepairad to an embowering ſhade; and, 


reclining herſelf on the new-born ver- 
dure, which the prolific. fun had called | 


from the icy womb of winter, ſhe un- 
braced the quiver from her ſhoulders ; 5 


and, having caſt the bow from her hand, 
was committing. herſelf + to the power of 


Morpheus, when her ear was ſtruck by 


the moſt uncommon melody. She ſtarted; 
and, ſhaking off the drowſy influence of 
the prppy-wreatied god, liſtened with 


3. filent 


f 


x 1 TBE LAPLANDER. 5 
: | ſilent rapture; 4 till, growing fainter and | 
fainter, the ſounds inſepfibly ſunk away 


| in the breeze. In a few minutes, how- 


K I Lot 


— Say * 


ever, they again \ ſaluted t the ſenſes of the ; 
8 enraptured Oraminda; ; but again, per- i 
= Ihe ein them ls ſhe aroſe to Aiſcorer, it 


es 


| effec this, ſhe druck through a wind; 
ing path; and, after having followed 


* 
CO = 
—— —— 2 


* 8 


the melodious | ſounds ſome time, ſhe 
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found herſelf, overcome with heat and 
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fatigue, in another gloomy | wilderneſs. 
The thick woyen foliage ſeemed to mock 
the penetrating, beams of che day-ſtar, 


or 2 1 — 4% 


| and caſt duch A deep ſhadow around, 
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that. one might almoſt imagine penſive N 
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” evening had fought the ſympathetic 
: ſhade. Tas It i is in yain, ſaid Oraminda, 

as the threw herſelf on the embroidered 
; turf, - it is in vain to purſye theſe hea- 
5 By Rh venly 
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12 * venly firains ; ; they can never proceed 


0 * from an inhabitant - of our woods: 


4 never did my ear before drink ſuch 5 
* refreſhing ſounds. * The vo 
« ban may be ſweet, And the pipe of 
« Erad reſound with applauſe to the 
. liſtening inhabitants of o our plains; but 
© no more can they compare, than the 
5 « lazy. bear in the race. with the ſwift- 
4 footed rein- deer. At this inſtant, the 
: firains, which had for ſome time ceaſed, 

were again reſumed ; and Oraminda, 
| who imagined ft them at a ſhort diſtance, 
once more aroſe to purſue them. | In a 
 Iittle time the perceived the full rays of 
the ſun dart through the ſeparating fo- 
liage, and diſcoyer the moſt pidtureſque 

view nature ever framed: - enamelled 

| ö meads, hanging woods, and verdant 


1 vales, Giverfified t the ſcene; in the wid 5 
| ran 


* 
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kran a winding fiream, ang its ſource g 
5 from 2 ſemicircle of waterfalls, which | 


on one fide terminated the proſpect. 
Methinks, ſaid Oraminda, this 


© ſhould be the terreſtrial paradiſe, where 


* ] have been told the Genii of the 
* ſnowy mounts enjoy eternal ſpring! 


Oft 1 have heard my fire relate, that 


« ſoft ſtrains of celeſtial harmony have 
* deſcended on the favoured mortal, and 
* aided his rapt devotion,—Good hea- 


ven] ſaid ſhe, recollecting herſelf, 


2 ſhould my unhallowed ear have taſted 
the ſacred melody What have J done, 


preſumptuous wretch! endeavoured to 
ws explore the ſecrets of divinity ! Horror 


„ chills my blood! The ſpot whereon I 
7M ſtand is, perhaps, holy ground? 


Having thus ſaid, ſhe prufliinas her- 


| en, when immediately a beauteous youth 


ſtood 
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food. before her, His His gaizpents Were 


| white, ſpangled with dew-drops; and 


— er bis ſhoulders and 


Tt & + 


his bales was baren, e by a . 
| : dem of ificles, which ſhone with redou- 
bled. luſtre by the reflection of the ſun; 
and in his hand he held a filver harp, on 

which he had been playing. * Beauteous 


* virgin! ſaid he, raifing the trembling 
Oraminda, fear not. Beholdat your feet 


the Genius of the.Snowy Mounts, Who 


* rules, with unbounded ſway, the vaſt 
extent of theſe icy regions. 50 F r thee, 
fair nymph, continued he, have I long 


ol Alighted the; Joys of 1 immor talty; PUREE: 


* have I bid adieu to my fair bowers, 


where ſpring. eternal reigns. | |; J have 
 * frequently-been. the, companion of thy 


2 


+ ſolitary walks; 20d, in the wood chace, 
85 | ©. unper- 


1 
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1 unperceived, directed the aim of thy 
* unerring dart. Come then, my fair 

* one, and with me ' ſhare the undying 
| * pleaſures of our terreſtrial paradiſe; 
« whore perpetual verdure enamels, and 
©. ſmiling Summer pours, with a copious 
4 Hand, her luxuriant ſweets,” | Tnflandly, | 
by is magic power, he conveyed her to 
dne of thoſe fabled iſlands where the Ge- | 
nii are, by the enthuſiaſtic Laplanders, 
ſuppoſed to reſide. It is is impoſſible to 
deſcribe the beauties of this deli ghtful re- 
gion: here the united influence of the 

| frigid north, and prolific ſouth pole, con- 
by traſt each other; here roſe the lofty moun- 
tain, covered with ſnow; and there, in 

; the leafy pride of ſummer, the towering 
pine raiſes it's aſpiring head; autumnal 
_ ow glow amid the icy done of \ win- 
ter, 
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ter, while bluſhing bloſſoms, verdant her- 
bage, and rapid torrents, delight the eye 
of the enraptured beholder. The afto- 
niſhed fair one no ſooner arrived at this 
retreat, which ſeemed the produce of 
enchantment, than a number of lovely 
u ſyrrounded-her, in order; to en 
i duct her to the grotto of the Genius, 
They were habited in looſe garments; 
- WW and ſome of them carried golden cen- 
* ſors i in their hands; from-which, as Ora- 
minda afterwards. learnt, they diffuſed 
_ odours to the flowers which ſprung 
heneath this placid horizon. Others 
like the Genius, wore chaplets of the 
gelid particles, and in their hands held _ 
ſcepters of ice; by the magic power of 
| which they maintained ſoyereign domi: 
nion in the ſtubborn reign of Winter; 
was ; 


—— aan angror enemy >} 
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[| 

| 

1 

etwas theirs to La the northern blaſt, to it 
lock i in icy fotters the impetuous torrent, 
and to ſcatter the light ſnow on the 
Lapland hills. Others, with dripping 
treſſes, repaired to the ſilver flood, which 

relenting froſt now releaſed from it's 

_ frigid bonds: their delicate limbs were 


thaded with ſea-green mantles; and it 
was their employment to prefide over 
the watery empire; it was theirs to ſtem 
the torrent, and in meanders gentle to 
lead the glaſſy ſtream through the filent 
grove. As they conducted Oraminda to il 
-the grotto, they welcomed her to the T | | 
iſland in the following ſtanzas; the | 1 
winter nymphs taking the lead. 
Hail, fairer than the fragrant ſpring! 
Welcome to Pleaſure's endleſs morn 


Here'Love extends his downy wing, 
And ſheds his roſe without a thorn, 


At 


— 
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At thy approach the wintry gale 

No more ſhall drive the ceaſcleſs ſhower 3 
| No more the chilling blaſt prevail, ; 
To violate the infant flower. 


WR ceaſed-; wad” the FO who 


Woaded the offspring of Sum mer, reſumed 


the harmonious ſtrain. . 


— 


The pink at morn ſhall ſcent the gale 
That firſt ſalutes thee, beauteous maid? 
And freſheſt lowers ſhall paint the vale, 
For thee in brighteſt tints array d. 

: The verdant ſod, at evening cloſe, | 
Bedeck'd with many a fragrant bloom, 
: Shall court thee to ſerene repoſe, 
[32 Beneath the grot's afin gloom. 


The Naiads now interrupted the me- 
lody, and concluded with the following 
ſtanzas. e | 


Hail, favour'd of the We throngs 


- Whom radiant beauty crowns ſupreme! 
The ſedge-crown'd ſiſters raiſe the ſong, . 
And welcome to theſe joys ſerene. 


For 
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For thee our ſtreams ſhall filent glide, 
Thro' broider'd meads with flow'rets gay; 
While bending oſiers kiſs the tide, 
And check the burning noon-tide ray. 


For thee the coral wreath ſhall glow, 
Entwin'd with many a ſea-born bud; 
For thee the orient pearl ſhall ſhow 
The gloſly luſtre of her flood. 


3 Haſte, then, and prove that endleſs joy; . 
Immortal love and pleaſures give; 

Let cares, nor fear, thy bliſs alloy: 

The Genius bids thee - love and live, 

As the water-nymphs concluded, they ; 
entered the grotto. It was hewn out of 
an adamantine rock ; one fide of which 
was defended by a range of mountains 
of unſullied ſnow, and the other by 2 
leafy foreſt, which nodded its pendent 
branches from an adjacent hill. The en- 
5 trance was planted on each ſide with 
lofty pine, whoſe friendly boughs inter- 
weaving, formed a kind of natural porch, 

ork. <0 The 
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The inſide of it was ſpacious; and a 
number of ever- burning lamps, glowing 
with the various ſhades of the rainbow, 


| diſpenſed an artificial day to the | gloomy 


receſs. The roof, which was arched, 


was wrought with the various ſtore of the 


ocean; ſhells, pearls, and branches of 
coral; and ſeemed to be ſupported by 
two rows of cryſtal pillars, formed of 
the concodted fluid. Here an elegant 
ſylvan repaſt was ſerved, where every 


luxury that could gratify the. taſte was 


; heaped in profuſion on the board ; while 


the luſcious juice was preſſed by the gen- 
tle-handed nymphs, unadulterated, into 


the copious ſhell. 

Thus ſome days rolled along ; 3 
which every effort was exerted to 
ſolace the fair favourite of the love- 


| fick Ba. ＋ he ſong, the dance, the 
h race, 
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race, checkered the laughing hours. 
Sometimes they glided on the ſilver 
lake; while the ſoft harp and melting 
flute harmonized the fighing breeze: 
ſometimes, ſeated beneath an oſier's pen- 
dant bough, they threw the deluding 
bait for the ſcaly tribe, T heſe amuſe- 
ments, however, diſpelled not the gloom 


which ſhaded Ora minda's penſive broõ-w: 
ſhe regretted the ſweets of liberty, and 


in filence fighed for her deſerted reſi- 
plead the cauſe of tenderneſs : c Think, 


my fair, he would often fay, *. how 


* tranſient are the charms of youth! 


© Tho? beauty wantons in thy form, 
And points the glances of thine eye, 
Time triumphs o'er the faireſt flowers ; 
A ſummer paſt—they fade and die! 


—— 


16 THE LAPLANDER. 
- © Since age will thus thy charms efface, 
The golden minutes now improve; 
© Bemine'! and taſte thoſe joys that flow 
From immortality and love.“ 


But in vain did perſuaſive eloquence 


adorn his accents ; in vain did the ſmiles 


of immortal beauty beam on his counte- 
nance! Liberty, innocence, and the 
Joys of the wood-chace, were more de- 
lightful to the chaſte fair than the 


indolent pleaſures of luxurious love: 
| averſe to the ſoft paſſion, ſhe fled the 


fighing Genius, and with untired feet tra- 


_ verſed the lonely mountain and unfre- - 
ih quented dale. Turn, faireſt of the 


virgin train, ſaid the love- ſick Genius, 


as he purſued the coy fair one; turn, 


- © nor fly the voice of ſympathetic love! 


A 


« For thee have I decked my bowers ; 


and with the HO Kin of the rein- | 


— f * deer, 
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deer, and ſnowy bear, canopied the 
© moſſy couch for thy reception: turn, 
then, and taſte the deli ghts of mutual 
love; turn, and heighten, by thy 
* ſmiles, the joys of immortality. Alas! 
without thee they are but- the ſource 
of wretchednels ! O thou, more fra- 
[ grant than odours ſhook from the bo- 
* ſom of our flowery borders; I will trace 
© thy flecting footſteps, till propitious 
fate ſhall crown my truth with . 
matchleſs beauties ! | 
+ hus he ſpoke; and, like the amo» 
+ rous god of the Parnaſſian bowers, when 
fired by the peerleſs Daphne, the Genius 


with redoubled ardour purſued the no leſs 5 


lovely maid; till, exhauſted with fatigue, | 
ſhe ſheltered herſelf in the depths of a 
foreſt, *©* Alas!” ſaid Oraminda, weeps / 
ing, how wretched is my lot! What 
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is immortality when ſhackled with the 
fetters of captivity Ah, happy hours, 
when, with fearleſs freedom J ranged 


my native woods, or, reſting from the 
health-giving chace, viewed the clear 


waves of our Niemian lake reflect 
the mild glories of the ſetting ſun; 
when the powerful north wind bore the 


wintry ftorm beneath its boiſterous 
4 
wing, ſheltered in my paternal hut, 


the tempeſt ſpent its rage in vain; 
while round the chearful flame we 


continued our harmleſs paſtime, bleſt 
with content and liberty. Thus glided 


the peaceful hours, till fatal curiofity if 
urged me to explore the haunts of the 


* Genii,” 


She ceaſed ; and, ſoon wade the feet 


of her purſuer, renewed her flight, re- 
7 ſolved to clude the *. and once 


more 
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more regain her paternal abode. She 


continued her courſe, till Evening with 


her twilight veil approached; when ſhe 


perceived with grief, that a ſpacious 


ſtream bounded the iſland of the Genii 


and intercepted her flight. On one effort 
more the undaunted fair one was deter- 
mined; ſhe plunged beneath the torrent, 
reſolving either to ſwim to the oppoſite 
ſhore or to periſh. The Genius over- 
took her at the moment ſhe committed 
her beauteous form to the faithleſs wave: 
«© Oh flay, too charming maid !* he 


cried: but the unrelenting waves had 


A 5 cloſed over her fair head, and bore her 


a filent corſe along the rapid current. 


Speechleſs agony for ſome moments 


trans fixed the diſappointed Genius, 


| whom the ſter n deſtinies forbade to reſ- 


eue her. Adieu, loved nymph!” he 


cried, 
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cried, s whom fighs, nor proffered im- 

mortality, could move |—Ye ſedge- 
* crowned fiſters of the filver flood, pro- 
tect her taintleſs corſe And oh, ye 
immortal powers! guard her unſullied 
ſpirit!—Henceforth,” he faid, « ſhall | 
"roſes, fragrant as her breath, and 
favltleſs as her form, adorn her watery 
tomb,—And mark thy luckleſs ſtream, 
O Tenglio* ! that veiled her beauties!” 


8 * 1 


He ſpoke: obedient, roſes bloom'd, 
To deck her watery tomb; 
FNeclin'd their fragrant heads, and wept 
In dewy tears, her hapleſs doom 


A Her in Lapland; on the banks of which, 
_ notwithſtanding the intenſe coldneſs of the climate, 
roſes are obſerved to bloom, See M. de Mauper- 


"0 tuis 3 Account of Lapland. 
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AMBITIOUS MOTHER. 1 
ELCOME, ye tranquil ſcenes! 
ſaid the youth Orlando, as 
he > a winding current that re- 
flected the tints of grey- eyed morn; 
more welcome to the mind which care 
* has waſted, than the cooling ſpring to 
* the thirſty traveller! Here let me reſt, 


* no more deluded by the falſe ſmiles 
of promiſed bliſs, and bid adieu to 
„„ the world's tinſel pageant.” | | 
4 s he finiſhed. this involuntary ſoli- * 
loquy, he found himſelf at the brink of 
a craggy precipice, down which the. 
river ſtill meandered, till a thick foreſt 
ſheltered it from the penetrating beams 


of the ſun, which now » to plax 


with 
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with more fervour | on its tranſlucent 
” boſom. Orlando deſcended the clift; 
fn entering the wilderneſs, for ſome 
time loſt himſelf in the verdant laby- 
Tinth, till a breeze, loaded with uncom- 
mon fragrance, directed him to a 
: thicket of woodbines, which obſcured 
the entrance of a cavern, He imme- I 
diately proceeded to gain admittance ; A 
but found that a fragment of the rock, 
: me acted as a kind of natural door, 
impeded his further progreſs: he how- 
ever, with little difficulty, removed it; 
and perceived that the ruſtic dwelling | 
was divided into ſeveral apartments, 
E which nature. and induſtry had. combined 
to render commodious. The outer cavi- 
ty was ſurrounded by ſeats over-grown 
with moſs, which ſeemed to promiſe the 
weary” traveller an hoſpitable welcome; 
another 
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another aperture appeared to have beer. 
| appropriated to the uſe of a kitchen, be- * 
ing occupied by ſeveral domeſtic utenfils; 
and in the inward receptacle Orlando 
| obſerved a couch of matted ſtraw. The 
conveniencies convinced him that it muſt 
be the refidence of à human being, 
though he had not yet diſcovered any 
. e 
How happy,” ſaid the youth, how 
happy 1s the ſimple inhabitant of this 


5: 


ruſtic dwelling! Doubtleſs, ſome pious 


ſage, on whoſe brow the venerable 
ſignet of age is ſtamped! Uaracked by 
the various paſſions that torment the 
youthful breaſt, he has ſtemmed the 
unruly torrents of ambition and love; 


* 6 ® * 


: * 6 
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and now, almoſt in the harbour of 
45 eternity, glides undiſturbed on the ſea 
5 of f calm repoſe.” 
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| hus he continued his refle Aions, 


\xpeQting every moment the appear- 


ance of the venerable inhabitant, whom 
WT. his imagination had thus pictured; but 
perceiving that no one approached to 


realize his ideas, he” Walke ſolitarily 0 


from the cavern, in order to reconnoĩitre 


the adjacent parts of the foreſt, - Orlando 
had not proceeded. far before he per- 
‚ ceived, at about the diſtance of an hun- 
dred yards from the extremity of the 


rock, a circular aſſemblage of cypreſs. 
and yew-trees; in the midſt of which 
he diſcovered a kind of tomb, which 
appeared, by the rudeneſs of it's form, 


to have been erected by the hand of an 


unſkilful artiſt: it was ſurrounded by ; 
roſe, jeflamine, and blowing myrtle; ex- 
cept on one ſide of the pyramid, on 
which was hewn, in characters ſcarce 
 egible, « the . inſcri . | 


1 © 
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\ To the memory of ELiza EvzxMoNT, 
Who found that retreat in ſolitude 

"Which nature and the world denied her; 

This ſhapeleſs tomb is 

with tears 
Inſeribed by one left to lament 
The beſt of mittreiſes, 
And the beſt of friends 1 


4 


e We ftranger! ſaid the youth, 
with a deep drawn ſigh, as he read the 
Inſcription, thy ſorrows are no more: | 
Nl = locked in the icy arms of death, no 
| c more ſhall the cruel hurricane of the 
« * world diſturb thy peaceful lumber.” 
Now duſky Eve ſtole on with ſable 5 
wing to ſhadow Nature, and compelled | 
the penſive youth to reſeek that habita- 
tion fortune ſeemed to have provided for 
his reception, He accordingly returned | 
to the cavern, which remained ſolitary ; 
and, proceeding to the inward cavity, 
Vor. JJ Db 
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threw bimſelf on the matted couch, 
where he ſpent the night in thoſe melan- 
choly reflections with which his paſt mis- 
fortunes furniſhed him. In the morn- 
ing, no ſooner had the early lark 
awakened echo, than Orlando aroſe; 
and, caſting his eye towards an obſcure 
corner. of the cavern, he diſcovered 2 
ſmall iron trunk : this urged, his euriolity; 
and, having broke it open, he proceed- 
| ed to examine the contenis ; which were. 


- *. 4 


as follows, 2 ſmall quantity c of wearing 


apparel, a. bracelet, the miniature - 


[ picture of a young man, which appeared 
formerly to have been encircled by 
| Jewels, but was now only enriched. by 
the elegance of the features i it diſplayed ; | "7 
and A pocket-book, which contained 


dome few letters and memorandums. Ty 
| When 
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When Orlando had Latisfied his. cu- 
Jeden he returned the picture, &c. to 
their truſty repoſitory ; and, reſolving 
to bid adieu to ſociety, continued his 
abode in this ſolitary. receptacle. But 
5 he ſoon found that ſolitude, without 
employment, brings aiong with it ſatiety 
and diſguſt: to obviate this. inconveni- 
ence, therefore, he applied himſelf 10 
the improvement of his habitation 3 
which he enlarged and ſurrounded. by 
Airs, lilac; and wild roſes, which grow 
abundantly i in that part ef the country; 
and with the hand of culture he invited 
| the feoitful vine to thelter her lururiant 
5 branches beneath the entrance of the | 


cavern; His leiſure hours were em- 1 


ployed in the deli ohtful ſtudy of ET 5 
he dived i into the ſecret properties of the 
£00 eee 
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uſeful and medical herb; and difcavertd, 


with admiration, the powers with which 
Providence has endued them. 7 
To what fimple rules, he would 
often ſay, might the art of phyfic be 
reduced, would mankind only follow 


* the dictates of undulterated Nature 
ſhe; careful parent to an unthankful 
« offspring! has in her vegetable world, 


from frigid Iceland to the burning 


« Zone, given the healing plant, which 
U only awaits the call of man to Pour 


fourth it's latent virtues.” 


Thus glided the hours, till the 8 


wind began to blow, and ſcatter the leafy. - 
verdure on the deluged plain. He could | 


no longer viſit the verdant grove or va- 
riegated meadows, where the yellow 
Eking- cup and dewy daiſy were wont to 
bloſſom. Confined within his melterin g 

| 5 | ant 
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| habitation, he heard the loud whirlwind 
roar, and the hail-ſtorm rattle againſt his 
lonely dwelling. It was now he felt the 5 
vuearied hours of retirement: he was deſ- 
titute of the tuneful or hiſtoric page; and 
the inclement ſeaſon deprived him of 
that inexhauſtible ſource of entertain 


ment which the contemplation of tbe 


beauties of Nature afforded to his mind. 
Echo- only repeated the. ſolitary figh; 
while the tear, nurſed by officious recol- 
| leon, gliſtened in his downcaſt eye, 
It happened, one day, that he was 
proceeding through the foreſt, in order 
to repleniſh his earthen pitcher at the 
neighbourin g ſtream; when he perceived. 
a ſpear tuck in the ground, and in a few. | 
minutes heard a confuſed ſound of voices, 
which he found to proceed from ſeveral. 
watt ſeattered about the foreſt, Orlando 
7 3 „ ol 
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was debating with himſelf, whether ks 
ö ſhould return to his hermitage, or once 
more mix with the human ſpecies; when 
two ſoldiers who perceived him, imagin- / 


_ 


ing him to be a ſpy, ruſhed on him, and 
conducted him a priſoner to * com- 
manding officer. 10 | 
Orlando, however, ſoon wunchh means 
to ſatisfy him, with regard to his cha- 
racter and intentions; and a reciprocal - 
©  friendſhip-from that moment took place 
| betwixt them. T he captain was a man 
about the age of forty ; of an affable de- 
portment, and a countenance that diſ- 
played ſenſibility, awakened by manly 
courage 5 he had ſeen much of the world, 
and - poſſeſſed a competent ſhare of 
vit and learning; notwithſtanding the 
poignanoy of the former was conſider- 
Wy blunted by an air ROE melancholy, ; 
| which 
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hich prevailed i in his words and man- : 
ners. Orlando felt an involuntary: at- 
tachment to the amiable captain, whoſe 
animated converſation ſeemed to revive { 


thoſe embers of departing glory which. 
had ſo long ſlept in the breaſt of our 
drooping hero. Let me, ſaid he to 
himſelf, «bid farewel to uſeleſs retire- 
ment, and ſeek an honourable death in 7 
the field of Mars; let me, in the glo- 
rious cauſe of liberty, reſign my breath, 
and gain acceſs to 8 of eternal N 
peace!“ 
Thus 4 1508 he diſcloſed his PE 
to his friend, who joyfully received him 
a volunteer into his regiment, which was 
on their march to join troops en 
at another part of the country,  _ 
I be ruſtic habit of Orlando being 
ge into a military one, and warlike 
1 | ACCOUtre= 
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32. THE AMBITIOUS 
accoutrements ſupplying the place of his 
peaceful ſcrip, he prepared to depart 
with his brave companions :: but, before 
he left the foreſt, he once more returned 
to the herwitage ; and, opening the iron 
trunk, took from the bracelet, 
picture, and porkinidock, which he care- 
fully ſecured; thinking that chance might 
poſſibly, at ſome diflant period, diſcover 
part of the family to whom they be- 
longed, They purſued their way over 
immeaſurable. deſerts, towering foreſts, | 
and funny vales, till they again pitched 
their tents at the foot of a mountain, 
where they paſſed the night. But before 
they fuſlered: fleep to take poſſeſſion of 
their ſpirits, the captain thus addreſſed 
his companion“ Whence is it, young 

0 firanger, that you, whom Nature ſeems 
to have formed | to- enliven the ſocial 
* hours 
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hours of life, ſnould thus have ſecluded 
yourſelf in the uncheery haunts of ſo- 
litude? Time has not ſilvered your 


— 


© auburn ringlets; nor has the tear of 


* ſorrow yet. waſhed the roſes of health 


from your cheek.” mn Alas! my friend,“ 


replied the youth with 2 ſigh, 6 deceit- 
ful blooms the roſe on my cheek; and 

| © the falſe ſmiles that wanton in my 

© countenance but ill conceal the ago- | 


nies of a breaking heart. Oh, that my 


love, I might pods in peace to my 


6 kindred earth!'—* Alas, poor youth!” | 
ſaid the captain, if diſappointed loye 
has obſcured the glories of thy youth, 
in ſy mpathy accept the ſorrows of thy 
friend. Mine, replied Orlando, is 
no common fate. But if the recital of 


F | 


« my 


youth was ſheltered in a calm old age; 
where, forgetting the pangs of cruel 
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| f * my unfortunate ſtory ould merit your 

attention, I will gladly ſatisfy your 

22 curioſity,” The captain aſſured him, 
that nothing would more oblige him. 
Orlando then began in he ee N 
manner. | 
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1 Imbibed the fir principles of . my | 
education. under the wealthy and W 
wiſe Rodolphus : his coffers teemed with | 
the rich produce of the eaſtern mine, and 
his benevolence enlightened the obſcute 
hut of poverty, as the declining ſyn - 
FTA with i its luftre. the dark clouds of 
the weſt. I will not, though, tire vou 
with the repetition of his virtues ſuffice - 
it to ſay, they ſhone unrivalled. among 
the ſons. of mortality. My firſt, intro- 
dusion t to him was at chat 9 bela 
ere 
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ere alen diss to illumine the infant 
mind. Dewy Heſperus had mounted 
the horizon, and proclaimed the ap- 


proach of her glittering. ſiſters, When 
Rodolphus, allured by the ſerenity of 


the evening breeze, purſued his walk on 


the margin of a murmuring ftream : his 
5 eye was fixed on the azure firmament, 
and contemplation wafted him to thoſe 
bright ſpheres illumined by other ſuns: 
but this glorious reverie was ſoon inter- 
6 rupted by the cries of an infant, ſcarce | 
two years of age, which he perceived 
fitting on the turf, at a few yards diſ- 
: tance. The good man advanced towards 
me, whom you will doubtleſs conclude it 
was; and, imagining: I belonged to ſome 
of the family, walked with me to the 
houſe: but no one could give any ac- 


count who I was, or how I came there, 
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They then tried, in vain, to obtain ſome 
information from my unformed accents ; . 
but the imperfect ſounds 4 unfiniſhed 
on my tongue. | 

It was, however, my good or evil fate 
to pleaſe. Rodolphus had been many 
years united to a beauteous conſort; but 
Heaven had not crowned their domeſtic 
joys with children : they determined, | 
therefore, to adopt me; and, during my 
infancy, laviſhed on me the tenderneſs 
and care of natural parents. | 


Within two years my adopted mother 


bleſſed her fond huſband with a bloom- 
ing daughter. This event deprived me | 
. of a conſiderable ſhare in their attention; 
but the generous Rodolphus endeavoured 
equally to divide | his affection betwixt 
us. As we grew to years of maturity, 
_ we made a conſiderable Progreſs in the 
25 5 | ancient 


MOTHER. 1 
ancient and modern languages, and turn 
ed with avidity the hiſtoric and Poetic 

page: muſic, painting, and aſtronomy, 
varied the hours of relaxation. But why 
do I thus hang enraptured on hours for - 
ever fled! The fofteſt bluſh of Aurora | 
vied not it the bloom of the fair Ar- 
nelia; her eyes ſhone with unuſual luſtre, 
though their fire was confiderably, tem- 
pered by the mildneſs of diſpoſition; her 
amber treſſes fell in luxuriant curls on 
her ſnowy boſom, which they ſeemed to 
ſhade from the raſh beholder i in a golden 
veil. Her mind was not leſs lovely than 


her form; virtue fat triumphant i in her | 
; foul; truth and wiſdom winged the balmy | 
accents that breathed from her dewy lip. 
Young and inexperienced, with a heart 

| ſuſceptible. of the tendereſt impreſſions, i} 
could T remain lon g inſenfible to ſuch. 
Vor. 1, „ ; Wy per- 
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| perfections? al I gazed with admiration 
on her charins, and hung enraptured on 

her graceful accents': but, convinced 
5 that friendſhip was the ultimate end of my 
18 15 | 1 Aefires, I ſtrove not to ſuppreſs the riſing 
| Nom flame; and diſcovered, too late, alas! 

"how firong muſt be that barrier which, 

in our intercourſe with the gentler ſex, 
* Teparates | friendſhip from love. Tu- 
"mules," unknown before, ruſhed through . 

my veins; and ſpread their refiſtleſs in- 

Potnce throughout my frame. Arnelia 
wks? now in her ſeventeenth year; and 
: tie fame of her beauty drew from all 

= parts unnumbered ſuitors. This excited 
=: agonizing pangs of jealouſy in * 
= breaſt: hs 

: 4 nd en thouſand . 8 
| . d wild, VE ew houſand frantic views 


Wu Dt horrid rivals, hanging on the charms | 
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tortured my PORE imagination, and. 


baniſhed from my wounded ſpirit the, - 
healing balm of refreſhing flumbers. So- 


lirude, however, was alone the. 2 
to mx complaints, fince I reſolved that 


no ſufferings ſhould extort the fatal ſe- 
cret from me, which I was ſenfible would 
ſo eflentially 1 violate the confidence, and 


wound the peace, of my noble Patron. 


How: often, in the anguiſh of deſpair, 


have I curſed the obſcurity of my birth, 
which thus blaſted every riſing hope | 
” Sometimes I reſolved to ſeek glory, for- 
tune, and renown, in the camp; or to, 
| annihilate my woes. by an honourable, 


death, But to leave the fair enchantreſs 


: in all the pride a: wealth and beauty, 


ſurrounded by Aa. crowd of youths, eager 


d catch the promiſed blifs, again ſhook, 
my determination. At length, the agita- 
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tion of my ſpirits ſo much impaired my | 
health, that a ſlow fever was haſtening 
to put a period to my wretched exiſtence: 
the malignant diſeaſe preyed on my . 
youth; and I wandered, the ſhadow of 
my former ſelf, almoſt on the verge of 
eternity. One day I ftrolled'to the fide 
of a canal, and endeavoured to hide my 
griefs from the prying eye of Curiofity, 
in an arbour ſpontaneouſly formed by 
the luxuriant branches of myrtle and of 
laurel. I had not been long ſeated in 
this embowering receſs, before I per- 
ceived Arnelia advancing towards me. 
7 1 fought you, faid ſhe, with a ſmile 
ſuch as angels beam on expiring faints;” | 
3 ſought you, my dear Orlando, left. 
- ſolitude ſhould contribute to the de- | 
preſſion of your ſpirits. Why will you 55 
* thus ſeclude yourſelf from us, and en- 
cc—Curage | 
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7 courage the melancholy of your dif- 
* eaſe!” —* Charming Arnelia,” I aid, | 
in a fon moons I ſhall, be. ſummon- 
© ed from theſe ſcenes, and join thoſe 
* * celeſtial ſpirits which have ſo often 
been the ſubject of our converſations. 
| Methinks! ſtill incline to my favou- 
* rite tenet, that the ſoul, when diveſted 
| * of her mortal exiſtence, 1s ſtill in- 
( tereſted i in terreſtrial purſuits ; at leaſt 
in that part of them which is unſtained 
by the groſſer paſſions: that our ſpi> 
rit may be permitted to hover over 
and attend, as a tutelary guardian, the 
« chaſte object of its natural affection; 
bow conſolatory is the thought! — 
© Heaven forbid! exclaimed Arnelia, 
looking up devoutly with eyes that 
1 beamed unuſual ſoftneſs; Heaven for- | 
bid chat fo ſoon we muſt deplore your | 
MOL: E 3 bs 
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boſs! How, continued ſhe, * ſhould = 
I ſupport the cheerleſs moment? Our 
* ſpotleſs hours have glided in one 
5 unruffled ſtream; we have together 5 
trod the thorny paths of ſcience, and 
« together purſued the coy muſe through 3 
© all the enchanting wiles of harmonic 


— poeſy. Together we have enjoyed | 


;”- 4 ths fragrance of Aurora; and at eve 


0 contemplated the ſtarry train of Cyn- 
* thia, as ſhe filvered the fleecy clouds 
©. of the weſt. , Gentle Arnelia !“ 1 

replied „a companion more worthy will 
* ſoon ſupply your thoughts. May peace 
and concord, continued I, ever ſmile 
bon your hours! — The pleaſing re- 
membrance of our friendſhip no time 


- © or circumſtance can efface ! !* replied 
the, cafting her brilliant eyes on me 
5 With an expreſſion which entirely de- 
dia firoyed 
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ſtroyed my former reſolution. I ſeized 
her hand, and poured forth my impaſ- 
ſioned ſoul in language which ſenſations 
only like mine could utter. The deepeſt 
vermilion ſuffuſed her countenance z yet 
it was not the bluſh of anger or diſdain. 
She was filent a few moments; and then, 
- with a tremulous voice, expreſſed herſelf _ 
5 in the following manner: I am ſen- 
20 ible,” faid ſhe, ; th ;0 
am going to make will draw on me 


the cenſure of my own ſex: yet why, 
continued ſhe, © ſhould not the artleſs | 
_ © fincerity of Nature influence female 

- © ations? Yes, Orlando, I will frankly 

4 confeſs, that I have long been the 
ſlülent witneſs of your ſufferings; have 
« long beheld, not unmoved, the fatal 
- © conflit which has ſecretly preyed on 
e * and Oey But how ſhall 
1 pro- 
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I proceed? Will not my conduct, fo 
foreign to that delicacy aſcribed. to 
© our ſofter ſex, awaken in your mind 
5 diſguſt and averfion, when I confeſs, 
hat love has alike diffuſed its de- 
: © ſtrudtive influence on both? Over- 
come with the tenderneſs of the ſubject, 
ſhe bad not power to utter more. The 
excels of my | tranſports almoſt over- 
Powered my ſpirits; I fancied myſelf i in 
Elyfium, and conſid le 0 not the inſur- 
mountable difficulties which encompaſſed 
our paſſion : my whole foul was abſorbed 
in the extatic idea that I poſſeſſed the 
affections of Arnelia, [ fell at the feet . 
of my charming miſtreſs in an agony of 


„ 


joy. But what was our conſternation 
Ty when we perceived, darting like light- 

ning from behind the arbour, the mother 
of Arnelia! Rage and indignation ſhat 
'S Ro | / their 


their fiery beams throughout her coun- 
tenance ; ſhe approached with the moſt 
bitter. invectives, which ſhe caſt with . 
equal ſeverity on both. When ſhe had 
for ſome time vented her fury on us, 
ſhe flew to the apartment of her huſband, 
and diſcloſed to him the circumſtances 
of our love, with every exaggeration 
unreſtrained paſſion could dictate. Ro- 
dolphus, ever calm and collected, endea- 
voured to ſtem the torrent of his wife's 
fury-; and, having retired to his cloſet, 
ſummoned me to appear before him. 
Heaven knows with what reluctance 1 
obeyed, conſcious of the return I had 
made for the confidence of my benefac- 
tor. I wiſhed, as I proceeded to the 
apartment, that the earth might open 
and ſwallow up my ſhame and wretched- | 
neſs, 
7 When 


* THE ' AMBIT3OUS 


When 1 entered the cloſet, I diſco- 
vered nothing but peace and-benignit , 
in the venerable countenance of my in- 

jured patron. At his fide flood the beau- 
teous Arneha, i Conſcious guilt | at fiſt 
"deprined me of utterance ; but at length, 
_ throwing myſelf at his feet, and ſeizing. 
one of his hands, which I bathed with, 
my tears, 1:fajd, in broken accents—, - 
1 My father! my benefactor! (ſuffer me 
o © once more to call you by thoſe en- 
ll 5/20 dearing names!). how ſhall I look up 
18 to you, ſo fallen i in gratitude and duty! | 
[| oh let me fly, to expiate my crime, 
5 | l f © to the wilds of ſolitude, far, far from 
lf  ©.the idol of my ſoul, which ſtill tempts 
my wavering virtue to relapſe Y 
"1: © Riſes Orlando, ſaid the generous Ro- 
dolphus; nor believe you have in me a 
als who RO fo ſevere a penance... 

I have 
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** have ever conſidered marriage as 4 
c contract too ſacred to be bartered for 
ſordid wealth and titles; it is a ſtate or- 
+0 dained by Heaven to exalt the human 
mind to the ſublimeſt ſtandard of terreſ- 
©-trial happineſs. I would rather match 
my child with virtue and underſtanding, 
than with titles and equipage; nor would 
erect ber fame and greatneſs on the 
ruins of her peace of mind. Senſible, 
therefore, of your worth and accom- 
plimments, I look with pride on a 
© daughter who can diſcern them, un- 

* adorned. by the artificial pomp of 
© 'prandeur.” I will not attempt to de- 
kene the emotions I felt: nor were 
thoſe of the lovely Arnelia leſs lively; 
we threw ourſelves at his feet, overpow- 
ered by love, gratitude, and veneration. 
iy My confent,” continued the generous 
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© ſhall not be wanting to Sm 
« your . 1 will now go and diſ- 


« cloſe my intentions to my wife: 1 fear, 
at firſt it will be difficult to gain her 
© concurrence; but a little time and Per- 
F ſeverance will, I doubt not, effec i it. 


it 2 
This unexpected turn of Cs ſo 


ed me, that I now looked back as to 


a dream on my 8 ſufferings; ſo ſoon 
does the intoxicating cup of joy drown 
thoſe inſtructions which misfortune has 
ſtamped on the memory. Arnelia, how- 
- ever, looked with more calm penetra- 
tion on the ſtate of our affair; ſhe was 
too well acquainted with the ſentiments 
of her mother, to imagine that ſhe would 
 .eafily be prevailed upon to conſent to 
 . the generous propoſal of her huſband; 
-and conſequently foreſaw the obſtacles 


bl 
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which muſt ariſe from her rejection of 
it. That lady was haughty, ambitious, 
and implacable: ſhe had raiſed herſelf, 
by her beauty and accompliſhments, 
from an obſcure birth and fortune, to 

 wealthand eminence ; ſuch only ſhe con- 
ceived to be the principal and indiſpen- 
fable qualifications of youth. She now 
ſaw her ſecond bloom unfold with addi- 
tional graces in her lovely daughter, on 
whom the doated with all the extrava- 
gance of a fond mother : -her eager ima- 
gination looked forward to that hour 
which ſhould exalt her to the ſummit 
of human grandeur; ſhe already beheld 
crowns and ſcepters, which her beauty 
and accompliſhments only ſeemed fit to 
command. | 
With theſe aſpiring ſentiments, was it 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe” that ſhe would : 
Vor. I. 1;öÜ 


© THE AMBITIOUS 


agree to the utter deſtruction of ber 


_ . + hopes, by uniting the hand of Arnelia 


with one of uncertain birth, deftitute of 
fortune and connexions, but thoſe which 
the bounty of Rodolphus had ſupplied? 
The fears and conjectures of Arnelia 
were not groundlefs : the enraged mother = 
_ refuſed: to liſten to the arguments of her 
amiable conſort; and in her fury loaded 
him with the bittereſt reproaches, aſ- 
ſuring him, in the moſt frantic manner, 
that ſhe would never conſent to ſo i ig- 
nominious an alliance, which would en- 
tirely deſtroy that fortune her prophetic 
-hopes had prepared for the child of her 
aſſection. From that day ſhe. behaved 
to me with the moſt mortifying arro- 
gance; 58 ſo great mas her inretemey. 
that doin bat, which, had 10 long 
= | ſheared 


MOTHER. Bx 
heltered my youth: but notwithſtand- 
ing the aſcendency ſhe maintained over 
her lord, ſhe could never, in this inhu- 


man particular, carry her point. 
| Rodolphus continued to eſpouſe my 


cauſe; and in vain diſplayed that elo- 


quence with which Nature had adorned 
his accents, to ſoften the obduracy of his 
beloved wife. In vain did he urge the 
peace of Arnelia, and the virtues which 
| his partiality was always ready to aſcribe 
to me : the was deaf, inexorably deaf, 
to all remonſtrances.. At length, ſo im- 


placable was her indignation, | that ſhe 
refuſed to continue to be the partner of 


his bed, while he perſiſted in counte= 


nancing the attachment between Arnelia 
and myſelf. Arnelia, Who abounded | 


with meekneſs, lamented with ſtream- 
2. eyes the eruel deſtiny which hung 
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over our luckleſs loves. She pined in 

ſecret; and at length, ſubdued by the 

power of filial duty, the unrelenting 

mother extorted a promiſe from her, to 

ſuppreſs that flame which was the cauſe 

of ſuch domeſſic diſquiet. While our 
affairs were in this unhappy ſtate, a 


raging fever ſeized this ambitious wo- 
man: ſhe was on the confines of the 
grave, and the relentleſs hand of Death 
already prepared to break the vital 
bands aſunder. At this awful period, 
when hope no more pointed to ſublunary 
ſcenes, ſhe called Rodolphus, Arnelia, 
and myſelf, to the bed-fide ; and as We 
: hung over her, bathed in tears, judge 
| the aſtoniſhment that mingled with our 
grief, when ſhe thus addreſſed her buſ- 5 
band! I am conſcious, my dear Ro- 
2 3 faid my * that I have much | 
; incurred 
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durate part I have acted, relative to 
the propoſed union of our daughter 
with Orlando: but when you are ac- 
quainted with the invincible barrier 
fate has placed betwixt them, you will 
* ceaſe to cenſure the ſeeming ſeverity 
of my conduct. I am now at that 
period, faid ſhe, © when fame and 


NS „ Aa- 


» | 


of ſplendour cannot illumine the 
* dreary tomb; nor can the alluring 
voice of Fame awaken us from the 
© ſleep of death, Before, therefore, I 


g hence, let me diſeloſe that ſecret 


© which I have fo long concealed; and, 


from the generoſity of my Rodolphus, 


claim the tear of pity and forgive- 
© neſs! For know, I bluſh' to name it, 
© that long before the rites of Aae 


i! 
+ 1 ! 
— [} | 
« unit | 
3 | | | | 
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incurred your diſpleaſure by the ob · 


riches are of no avail: the vain pomp 8 
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* united. our hands, the cruel arts of ſe- 
* duction caſt an everlaſting blot on my 
nl virgin fame; ; and, under the ſpecious 

guiſe of chaſtity, became a mother 
© Oh! ſhall I add ?—a mother to Or- 

© lando?. . 

1 leave it to your 3 to con- 
ceive the effect this narrative produced 
on us: doubt, confuſion, and aſtoniſh- 
ment, took alternate poſſeſſion of our | 
ſouls, © The expiring. Arpaſi: a, overcome : 
with diſeaſe and pain, ceaſed a few mo- 
ments; and then in broken accents pro- 
ceeded Yes, my Rodolphus,” ſaid 
ſhe, © it was I, with a mother's care, 
a conveyed, Orlando to that meadow 
* where you firſt found and foſtered his 
* unſheltered infancy!” As ſhe con- 
cluded, I threw myfelf on my knees to 
receive the laſt blefling of my departing 

Parent; ; 
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parent; but before ſhe could pronounce. 
the ſacred benediction, convulſions put 
an end to her exiftence. 

I now ſaw the fatal period of my iu 
ſtarred paſſion, and looked back with. 
horror on the involuntary crime of my 
inclinations. I vainly imagined that the 

fatal diſcovery had effectually quench- 
ed the flame which had ſo long raged 
in my breaſt; but, alas! the contagious 
breath of love too ſoon revived the, 
ſleeping embers. 
| Tevery day beheld the lovely nas 
of any woes; and, like our firſt parents, 
gazed on the forbidden fruit with defire, 
ſharpened by reftraint: reaſon and re- 


ligion in vain ſtrove to expel the ſoft 
| infection. Abſence remained yet un- 
tried; I therefore departed by night, 
wiahput giving any one Previous notice 


of 


— 
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oc my deſign, and left that manſion 
bi which had protected my infancy. 
I travelled uninterruptedly, till the 
| returning dawn brought me to that ſpot 
in which you difcovered me; and be- : 


ing refolved to conceal my griefs in the 
depths of ſolitude, took up. my abode 
in a cavern, where J continued till 
vour arrival once more recalled me to 
à commerce with mankind, Methinks 
(continued the youth) I already feel 
myſelf ſufficiently alert to re- enter 
| upon the ſtage of life, and think that no 
man ſhould live to himſelf alone; but, 
being intereſted in the ſympathetic 
7” union of the univerſe, contribute to 
| the utmoſt of his abilities towards the 
glory, honour, and advancement, of- the 
. ig whole, 


I ad- 
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I admire your ſentiments, replied. 
the captain, as Orlando concluded, i 
and applaud your reſolution, —Alasl. 
how difficult is it to ſubdue that paſ- 
* fion which reaſon, and not appetite, 
has contributed to root in the human 
bpreaſt! It becomes, as it were, a part 


of our exiſtence, a part of our vital 


frame; and leſs agonizing is the 
© ftroke which ſeparates the embodied 
* ſpirit from its terreſtrial habitation, 


© than that which tears from the bleed- 


ing heart the barbed ſhaft of love. 
Solitude, my friend, is the nurſe of 


Fg 


** 


taken when you applied to her for a 
remedy to your diſeaſe. With her the 


dy; 8 


back every hour of fond endearment, 
to hang 3 on every charm 


TY 2 


c which ' 


love: ſurely, then, you were miſ- 


imagination is left at large to trace. 
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38 THE AMBITIOUS 
* which holds the enamoured ſoul in 

* the roſy fetters of deſire: uncheck- 
* ed, the ſoft remembrance gathers 
© ſtrength. There is more danger, I am 
* perſuaded, in the luxuriance of the 


„imagination, than in the actual pre- 


* ſence of the belovetl object. Ac- 
tion, ſtudy, and an intereſt in the 
* concerns of mankind, are the moſt 
© prevailing remedies for love. The 
* ſoul, ſoftened by habitual ſorrow, it 
is true, at firſt turns with diſguſt 


from the ſcenes of buſy life. Man, 


though, is ſo formed for ſociety, that 
© inſenſibly the diſtaſte wears away, and 
. peace reviſits the drooping ſpirits,” 

Alas “' faid Orlando, * it is not in 


the power of nature to adminiſter a 


* cure to love like mine: 


40 Oh! eruel heaven chat made no cure for love.” _ 


Here 
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Here the converſation ceaſed, and - 


” they retired to reſt, On the morrow 
they reſumed the ſubject. 
© Misfortune,” ſaid Orlando, * is not 


b the bitter portion of one alone, but 
equally purſues the young and the 


LY 


old, the coward and the brave: we 
ought, therefore, patiently to ac- 
quieſce in the will of Fate; ſenſible, 
in the words of the poet, that 


- 


. The univerſal Cauſe 
© Acts not the partial but by general laws,” 


_ *. When I laſt night,” continued he, 


gave you my unfortunate narrative, 


I omitted a circumſtance which has 


- made a conſiderable impreſſion. on 


my feelings. 


He then proceeded to relate Vis firſt 
diſcovery. of the tomb in the wilder- | 
neſs; together with the affecting in- 

4" . ſcription 
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| Leription on it. During his recital of 


it, he perceived the countenance of his 


friend totally changed; but when Or- 
lando produced the picture, bracelet, 


and pocket-book, he fell motionleſs at 
his feet. 


U 


Orlando, with dittewlty, recalled his 
expiring ſpirits: when he revived— Thou 


art then gone! ſaid he; © unrelenting | 
7 ſorrow has at length chaced thy 


R 


harmleſs ſpirit from theſe earthly 
ſcenes —0 Eliza my Eliza! muſt I 
nd more preſs thy- faithful beauties to 
my boſom!” _ Us 5 
Ils it poſſible, fad the aſtoniſhed | 


Orlando, that this unfortunate ſtran- 


„ger ſhould have been the wife of my 


friend? The wretched huſband, ab- 
ſorbed in grief, continued his lamen- 
tations: Adieul thoſe glittering 


hopes, 
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8 „ ald he, with which I have 
ſo long been deluded! Here a flood 
of tears. relieved him ; when, collecting 
| his ſcattered ſpirits, he thus * | 
5 Orlando. „ 
© You are, perhaps, Larpeidatf < laid : 
he, to ſee me thus unmanned ; but 
© the voice of Nature, my friend, will 
. be heard alike in the awful filence 
© of the ponent grove and in the ho- 
tile camp. Orlando endeavoured to 
divert his grief, and expreſſed a curio- 
ſity to learn by what myſterious cir- 
cumſtances his fate had been thus 
united with that of the unfortunate 
Eliza. When the captain had for 
ſome time indulged his grief, he drew 
1 picture from his boſom; and, Wh 
| ing it to his friend This, ſaid he, © 
_* the reſemblance of features once ani- 
Vor. F 11G ͤ¶ͤ en 
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e THE AMBITIOUS 
© mated by a foul replete with every | 


- female excellence: this was Eliza! the 
« partner of my youthful hours. But 
© atrend to the recital of her fidelity, 

« and then wonder not at ey exceſs of 

«- - forrow.” hes one: 

Arr that time bf life when t Why rides 

triumphant, unchecked by the reſtrain- 

ing hand of Prudence, I became poſſeſſed 
of a competent fortune, which devolved 
to me at the death of an affectionate pa- 
rent. k 2 had ſpent my juvenile years in 
ti cultivation of my ftudies, which, 

previous to the deceaſe of my father, 1 

had been placed at college to perfect; 

Et: that the little knowledge I acquired 


; 2 human kind originated from books 


Thus unexperienced I launched 


"he FE: faſhionable excl of the age; 
"MG 
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and, as affluence ſeldom wants infligators 


to extravagance, I was preſently ſur- 
| rounded by a train of coxcombs, gain» 


blers, and ſpendthrifts, who promoted 


the cauſe of luxury with ſuch avidity, 
that I was ſoon compelled to mortgage & 
conſiderable part of my paternal eſtate. 
About this time 1 became acquainted | 
with the charming Eliza, the daughter 
of a gentleman. not far from the place of 
b my nativity. The charms of her per- 
ſon, united to an elegance of manners; 


8 and an unaffected virtue, (in which I have 
_ often obſerved there is a potent char, 


which fails not to attract the admiration 
even of the moſt profligate) capti- 
vated my heart. 1 embraced the firſt 
favourable opportunity of foliciting the 
conſent of her father; who, thinking my 
* fortune equal to that al his daughter, 
1 G2 ee with- 


* 


ofa 
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. without heſitation conſented to our union; 
and I was ſoon rendered happy in know- 
ing that © was not indifferent to the ami- 
able Eliza. | Notwithſtanding that Fcon- 
tinued to enjoy her enchanting ſociety, 


1 purſued the ſame courſe of diffipation : J 


thoſe hours which deprived me of het 
| © converſation were devoted to the mid- 


night revel; and, with ſhame I ſpeak it, . 


too frequently to the midnight debauch, 


which habit had familiarized. In this ; 


vicious courſe I perſiſted till the time of 
our  nuptials drew nigh: when that joy- 


ful day took place, I reſolved to relin- 
quiſh 1 my former follies, and by economy 
and domeſtic quiet repair my ſnattered 


fortunes and conſtitution. While ] was 


ö forming theſe reſolutions of future amend- 
ment, my ſteward entered 9 apartment, 
1 digformed-n me that the revenues of my 

eli. 7 ; eſtate 
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eftate were almoſt exhauſted, and that 


my credit was much impaired- This 
dreadful news awakened me, with ſur- 
_ priſe and horror, from the intoxicating 
_ delirium of pleaſure in which I had fo 


long been pluaged. At firſt I was like 


one inſane ; the thoughts of being torn 
from my Eliza, even on the point ef 
poſſeſſing her, which I was conſcious 


would be the conſequence ſhould her fa 
| ther diſcover my embarraſſments, drove 

me to a degree of frenzy, which they 
only can conceive who have felt the tor« 


_ tures I then endured. I curſed my for- 


mer follies, and repented with bitterneſs - 


the fums L had laviſhed on thoſe wretches 
who now fled, as from a peſtilence, that 


4 calamity to which they had been acceſ- 


ſary. I determined, however, to difmiſs 


my W and inſtantly to adopt # 
G 7 > ET I 
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plan oft rigid economy, in order to re- 
trieve my affairs. But this, alas! proved 
too late; for my ready caſh was all ex- 
hauſted, my eſtate mortgaged, and my- 
ſelf immerſed in debt. To conceal the 
| ſituation of. my affairs was impoſſible ; 3 
and to wound my honour by robbing 
Eliza of her fortune, I ſcorned the 
thought. My difficulties were ſoon ru- - 
| moured; and I experienced the pain and 
ignominy of being baniſhed from the 
preſence of my dear Eliza by her ob- 
durate father, She, however, with a 
tenderneſs peculiar to her ſex, and pe- . 
culiar to herſelf, endeavoured to mitigate 
my ſorrows, by doubling her affection 
toward me; and we frequently enjoyed 
the converſation of each other in the 
filence of retirement. This happineſs, 
| however, was but of thort duration; for 
| > F was | 


— 
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J was arreſted for a debt of conſiderable 
amount, and thrown into priſon. - I lan- 
guiſhed many months under the united 
| horrors of captivity, pain, and poverty. 
When my generous miſtreſs diſcovered 
my retreat, which pride and delicacy 
induced me to conceal, together with the 
ſum for which I was confined, the dif. 
poſed of an annuity which ſhe poſſeſſed 
independent of her father, and immedi- þ 
ately ſet me free. ee, 
This inſtance of affection, fuperadded 
to a thouſand other kindneſſes, over- 
whciued” me, and ſerved to augment 
the keen remorſe her -unbounded good- 
neſs demanded of me. © © Curſed Intem- 
© petance,' I would often ſay, © what com-- 
« plicated woes baſt thou entailed on met | 
Thou haſt for ever poifoned my cup of 
c I bliſs !—Oh, hours that are for 
5 ever 
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ever fled for ever fled on the wings 


© of folly—never more can the voice of 
* ſad repentance recal you! My dear 
Eliza's preſence, which I frequently en- 


' joyed, however, contributed to calm my 
ſorrows. Regret not,” ſhe would: often 
fay, my dear Alcanda, that Misfortune 
* has ſoftened, your mind to the inſtruc- 


tions of Wiſdom: in the exalted courts 


of Proſperity ſhe ſeldom intrudes her 


0 humble voice; but delights to walk 


* with Virtue in the ſequeſtered path of 
* life. You have experienced, wy friend,” 


continued. the fair moraliſt, © that the 


*: joys of intemperance are but momens | 
* tary; that they leave in them the | 
* ſharp tings of remorſe: : and I am per- 
* ſuaded that you will feel more real fa« 
tisfaction from the exerciſe of virtue 


6 and refignation, than while a votary of 


c 4 
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* diſſipation, fürrounded by thoſe flut- 
ao tering, infi ignificant infects, who only 
* baſke d and gathered additional follies 
c in the ſun-beam of your fortune. | 
Truth, from the lips of beauty and un- 
derſtanding, ſunk deep into my heart; 4 
ray of hope illumined my ſoul, and once 
more preſented me with a faint view of 
future happineſs. What contributed to 
ſtrengthen the fond illuſion was, that one | 
friend, who alone deſerved the facred ap- 

pellation, offered me an enfigncy in the 
army. I heſitated not to accept it, being 
reſolved to ſignalize my courage, and to 
convince my Eliza that 1 was not totally 
undeſerving of her regard. A few days 
before my departure, 3 acquainted her 
with my intended expedition. Our in- 
terview was tender and affecting; we 
interchanged vows of eternal conſtancy. 
„„ 1 a 
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by 0 leave ſuch an invaluable treaſure 
| with a father who, I feared, might "Ba : 
her unwilling hand to unite with wealth 
or titles, almoſt drove me to deſperation, 
She anticipated, with tears, thoſe dan- 
£ gers! experienced in battle, which her 
prophetic fancy pictured, We mingled 
tears with our embraces ; and, to pre- 
- yent every poſſible obſtacle to our union, 
we agreed to be privately married ; and 
on the third day after our unfortunate = 
f nuptials were performed, Eliza bann 2 
= 5. widowed wife. 5 
= 7. - . I joined my regiment; and Hh 1 
3 was far remote from ha ppineſs, | enjoyed 
more tranquillity of mind than I had for 
ſome time. I was now convinced that 
0 no earthly power could diffolve our 
union; and a clear proſpect extended 
before me, in which wy fanguine i ima- 
TEE PR n 
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gination preſaged me reaping the ſpoils 
of the conqueror, and returning with 
honour, glory, and renown. I embarked” 
for the Gallic ſhore, to which we were 
deftined : but in our paſſage adverſe 
winds drove our veſſel into unknown 
ſeas; and a dreadful hurricane ariſing, 
we were daſhed i in pieces againſt a rock. 
The whole crew periſhed, except my- 
elf: 1 eſcaped miraculouſly, by com- 
mitting myſelf to the mercy of the waves 
as the ſhip was ſplitting, and ſeizing 
part of the mainmaſt, which the boifter- 
ous elements had ſevered from the hulk. 
Sometimes I ſeemed emboſomed in the 
depths of the ocean ; ſometimes the fu- 
tious waves carried me above the tops of 
the higheſt mountains. At length the 
warring elements ceaſed, and the mild 
fun once more returned the harbinger of 


ok 
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peace. The billows ceaſed to ite in 
fearful torrents; and the hoarſe whirlwind 
ſunk to the fighing zephyr : the Iivid 
| lightning no more proclaimed the bod 
thunder rending the wide vault of hea- 
ven with its tremendous clamour. By | 
the aſſiſtance of the maſt, which I with 
difficulty ſtill continued to graſp, I ſteered 
myſelf into a ſmall creek ; from whence 


| I aſcended a ſteep rock, and with bleed- * 


ing feet, and ſtrength almoſt exhauſted, 
found myſelf ſafe on a wide-extended 
plain. I immediately caſt myſelf on the 
ground; and, exhauſted with fatigue, 
fell into a deep ſlumber. How long I 
ſlept, I am uncertain ; but when 1 awoke 
I found, to my aſtoniſhment, my limbs 
bound, and myſelf ſurrounded by In- 
| 15 dians. They immediately hurried me a 


13 confiderable way up the country to the 


reſidence | 
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reſidence of their chief. When they 
carried me before the venerable Indian, 
I endeavoured by ſigns, as well as I was 


able, to let them underſtand that I was 
ſhipwrecked on their ſhore, and implored 5 

their protection till I ſhould diſcover a 

. veſſel, in which 1 might return to my 


native country. | 1 8 8 
When the chief had conſulted with 
the Indians, they ſet me. at liberty, and 


preſented me with boiled rice, the fleſh 


of - ſeveral. animals, and à variety of 
fruits, which the ſoil ſpontaneouſly pro- 
duced. It being uncertain how long Imighit 


continue in this ſtate of baniſhment, my 
firſt object was to acquire a competent 
knowledge of their language. To this 


end I applied myſelf to the ſtudy of it, 


and in a ſhort time was enabled to 
converſe with fluency. The natives 1 


W641 | bound 
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| found an indolent, inactive people, by 
no means famed for martial virtus, 
| They were totally unacquainted with the 
aris and police of other nations; and lived 
almoſt in a ſtate of nature, on an equality 
| with each other, except their chief, 
| * whom they hold in great veneration. 
Three years elapſed, and I diſcovered 
not the leaſt probability of an end to my 
baniſnment; till one day, as I was la- 
menting on a rock the vaſt extent f 
dcean and land which ſevered me from 
my beloved Eliza, I perceived a veſſel 
within fight of land. I immediately de- 
ſcended, and returned with · ſeveral of 
de kind Indians, by the aſſiſtance of 
- whou 7 erected a Mn: Ons this 1 


1 


5 8 in the as to attract 
1 the mariners. They, 1 had the happi- 


# ; 4 


cConſented to take me on board till we 


: able to the crew. A briſk gale ſoon 
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neſs to obſerve, preſently anfweied my 
ſignal, and tacked about towards the 
ſhore. It 18 impoſſible to expreſs my 
tranſports at the thought of viſiting once 
again my native country. The ſhip 
proved to be a Spaniſh merchantman, 
bound to that capital; and the captain 


mould diſeover an European veſſel. I 
baſted to take leave of the generous In- 
dians, who with tears bid me adieu; 
and brought down to the ſhore a con- 
| fiderable live ſtock of proviſions, dried 

fruits, rice, &c. which were very accept - 


waſted us from the ſhore, and we. failed 
a month without interruption, when we 
perceived an European ſhip of war mak- 
ing full ſail towards us. The Spaniards 
and the Engliſh were at this juncture at 
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war with each other. The ſhip i in which 
L failed being of an inferior force, the 
captain of it endeavoured to outſail the 
enemy; but finding his efforts fruſtrated, 
we prepared for the attack. A furious 
engagement enſued; broadſides were 
Poured upon us from the enemy; death 
and vengeance flew on every ſide; till, 
- _ overpowered by ſuperior force; and our 
veſſel on the point of finking,” the brave 
Spaniard ſtruck to the enemy. The 
long-boat was immediately diſpatched 
from the European, to preſerve the fer- 
lives which the hoſtile: bullet had ſpared. : 
When I came on baard, I related my. 
ſtory to the Engliſh commander; and 
informed him that I was formerly a lieu- 
tenant in the Britiſh army. This gained 5 
me the friendſhip and confidence of the 
captain, with whom I arrived at the 
by os Ul : tem- 
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temperate clime of Albion. My heart 
beat with the tendereſt emotions as I 
landed on her chalky cliffs. I flew, after 
an abſence of fix long years, to the em- 
braces of my beloved wife: but, alas! 
| how did the ſweeteſt flowers of expecta- 
tion wither, when I heard that her father - 
had diſinherited her; and that Eliza, my 
dear Eliza! had retired, full of grief 
and poverty, to ſome obſcure retreat, at 
a diſtant part of England, where it was 
generally believed ſhe died! My fond, 
pleaſing hopes of happineſs being thus 
.deluded, a ſettled melancholy took poſ- 
ſeſſion of my ſoul. I endeavoured to 
diſcover the place of her retreat, that 1 
might indulge. at leaſt the mournful ſa- 
tisfaction of bedewing with tears the turf 
fl which ſhaded her truth and innocence. 
My Inquiries proving unſucceſsful, wea- 
| H 3 ried 
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ried out, appel, and diſguſted 
with a clime which augmented only my 
preſent miſery, I obtained an appoint- 
ment abroad; where I reſided many 
years, till war recently broke out with 


the European ſtates, when J was re- 
einne to exert myſelf in the Proteſtant 
intereſt. Time (continued he) had by 
flow degrees thrown the veil of reſigna- - 
tion over | my ſufferings ; nay „Hope, | 
| friendly Hope, kind aſſociate to the hu- 
i i heart, ſometimes with her reviving 


ſmiles cheered my drooping ſpirits, and 


flattered me Eliza might ill. be living. 
But now, alas! the dear illufion's fled; 


and, in its room, unceaſing ſorrow points 
to the tomb, where * Meeps 3 in death's 


75 cold embraces | 


Here 
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Here the tra gic tale concluded. They 
continued. their march till they came 
within fight of an umbrageous row of 
trees, which diſcovered the viſta of 2 
noble Gothic building: twining ivy 
mantled the ſturdy walls, which had 
withſtood the ravage of devouring Time; 
and the ſpacious caſements gleamed half 
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concealed through the undying verdure. 
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As they approached the venerable ſtruc- 


| 
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ture, livid paleneſs overſpread Orlandoss | 
countenance ;. which Evermont perceĩv- | | 
ing, with the warm ſolicitude of friendſhip | | | 
inquired into its cauſe. © Alas! replied i 
the youth, when I approach that hoſ- 
« pitable manſion, my ſorrows are again 
* awakened; and all the ſofter. emotions, 
48 if by ſome ſecret ſympathy attracted, | 
'$ tumultuouſly pervade my frame. That 
„ ancient edifice,” continued 1 Fs is 
EE 
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oY « the reſidence of Rodolphus. T here 
did I enjoy the ſociety of Arnelia ! 
Ho often has her feet preſſed the turf 
on which we tand; and her voice, 
© more melodious than the evening 
ſe agel, echoed reſponſive through 
* the ſylvan ſolitude? With a deep- 
drawn figh, as he pronounced this ſen- 
tence, he caſt a melancholy glance upon 


| | : the avenue which led to the habitation 


of Rodolphus ; when he perceived Ar- 
nelia herſelf within a few yards of him. 
She did not at firſt perceive Orlando; but 
his well known image no ſooner caught 
= -her eye, than the vital flow of life * 
ſook her, She recovered, however, in 


_ few moments, and joy ſparkled in ” 


eyes. My dear Orlando! ſaid ſhe, * 
| + 1 again behold you! Do I live to fu 

F you mine, by a name more dear, 
| more. 


*MOTHER:: 


« more tender, than that of brother! 
© Start not,” continued the; * Fate no 
* more points the threatening dart to 
0 the breaſt of love; nor ſhall nature 
/ „ theink from the ſoft Dany which ſhall 
 -unce us Ps ft * | 

Her words ſhot a i of hope 
through Orlando's foul, though couched 
in myſtery. While the enraptured pair 
were'thus engaged, the female attendant 8 
of Arnelia had fallen motionleſs at the feet 
of Evermont, whoſe ſurpriſe at finding 

ber to be the confidential ſervant of , 
Eliza is not to be deſcribed. Sir,“ 
ſaid ſhe, when ſhe revived, can it 
_ © really, be the huſband of my dear miſ- 
c treſs whom I behold?* This pathetic 
interrogation drew freſh: tears from the | 
eyes of Evermont. Arnelia's heart, 
though, which at another time would 
Lalla e » have 
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Have melted into tenderneſs at the 


| fight of woe, was fo elated with Joy 
on the diſcovery of her loſt Orlando, 

and her approaching happineſs, that 
every thought was abſorbed in it. 
Let us, ſaid ſhe to the tranſported: 


| Orlando, *« ' haſte and bleſs my father 


© with your unexpected arrival. Oh!? 
© what have we not ſuffered, continued 
me, © fince your abrupt departure. It 
* ſeemed, Orlando, as if the cup of 
© felicity was again ſnatched from us, 
0 at the inſtant our lips were preparing to 
© receive: the ſalubrious draught!” '' As 
| the was finithing theſe words, they all 
entered the manſion. Tears of joy ſuf- 
fuſed the face of the good old man, as 
he embraced Orlando: O my ſon,” 
Aid he, the fatal barrier no longer 
© exiſts between you and my dear Ar- 
| 1 nelia ! 
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« nelial 1 ſhall have the happineſs of 
© uniting her hand with truth and 
virtue before I die. Sir,” faid 
Orlando, your exceſs of goodneſs 
 * overwhelms me. But tell me, I con- 
jure you, what ſtrange myſtery of fate 
has produced this joyful revolution ? 
Am I not the wretched ſon of Arpaſia? 
© Methinks the laſt quivering accents 
* which broke from her cloſing lips ſtill 
« ſtrike horrid on my ear: Jam, Iam," 
© ſhe ſaid, e the mother of Orlando!" 
| © Compole yourſelf, my dear Orlan- 
do, replied Rodolphus, and you 
© ſhall be fully fatisfied. This letter,” 
2, raid he, putting it into his hand, will 
* ſolve the myſtery : read it, my ſon "op 
but let pity and benevolence ſoften 
the juſtneſs of your reſentment ; and 
* reflediing that, were the beſt of us 


« judged 
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© judged by the intrinſic merit of our 

* actions, how few would bear the ſcru- 

"0 tiny of divine perfection, let the author 

c ſleep undiſturbed.” © Orlando ſeized the 

letter with impatience, which he found 

8 tranſcribed in Arpaſia's hand, to the 
* effect. 5 
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FROM ARPASIA ro e. 


Beroxs » you receive this, Selina, 

- yout friend will perhaps be no more 
Yes, I am on the confines of the grave; 3 
and Death, the grim, inſatiate monſter, 
already begins t to ſtop the vital current. 
All my towering hopes are blaſted, and 
I ſhall ſhortly be diſſolyed. 0 Arne lia 5 
IJ once fondly thought to have viewed 
thee - foremoſt among the daughters of, 
the 
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che earth; * have ſeen even royalty 
Itſelf led by thee in the roſy fetters of 
Love. But now, alas! thoſe ſplendid 
viſions are no more; thy. infatuated 
father prepares calmly to reſign thy 
-opening beauties to the arms ofa baſe- 
born peaſant. Shall this be, Selina? 
Shall Arnelia, the daughter of thy friend, 
the boaſt, the pride of nature, thus fink 
ry into obſcurity ? More ſting is in that 
thought than wings the approaching dart 
of death. It ſhall not be! I will make 
the credulous Rodolphus believe, that 
Orlando is my own ſon; and, to preſerve 
the glory of my child, will caſt the 
blot of infamy on my fame. What,” | 
methinks I bear) you repeat with horror, 
* caſt a voluntary ſtain dn your reputa- 
© tion, and launch into eternity with 
Lin falſchood « on your lp? 2 For the firſt, 
Vor. I. N 5 | Selina, 
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Selina, when Arnelia, in the arms of 
rank and greatneſs, ſhall thank me for 
the kind deceit, thy truth will do juſs 

tige to my memory: for the. laſt, ani- 

mated by the glorious cauſe, I ſhake off, 
undaunted, the fears of human nature, 
and renounce the weakneſs. of my ſex. 

Adieu, my friend: my ſtrength. fails me; 
and I can, no more than conjure you 

to let the ſecret reſt inviolate in your 
| boſom, till time fixes. the fate of Arnelia, 
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When Orlando! had concluded the epif-. 
tle of Arpaſia, he ſtood for ſome moments 
filent, and then thus vented the various 
| emotions with which his heart was op- 
1 wt] preſſed. It is a melancholy reflection, 

= faid he, that a human being, at that 
» awful, moment when the ſoul is. 
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* launching into eternity, ſhould offend 
the Divine Preſence | by falſehood : | 
but experience too frequently evinces 
the dreadful truth ; and we ſee that, 

* like that falſe ſpirit which poſſeſſes the 
* enthuſiaſtic idolaters, who burn, ſtripe, 

and torment themſelves at their im- 
'« pious ceremonies, theſe falſe ideas of 

human pride or ambition buoy up 
+ and ſupport their wretched votaries, 
whilſt the guileleſs tremble. But how 
*: tranſient: the triumph which plunges 
the loſt ſoul, perhaps, into everlaſt- 
ing wretchedneſs| Grant, gracious © 
Heaven, that the dew of mercy may 
* deſcend on the frailty of Arpaſia; and 
* that her fins may be conſigned to the 
« depths of oblivion !'— Amen!” replied 
Rodolphus, with the tear of pity gliſten- 

: is in his eye. Arnelia anſwered it but 

| | JS with 
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vith k tears; her preſent Joys were loſt in 
| the melancholy recollection of that im- 
i pious exit which her infatuated mother, 
j for her ſake, had made from the ftage 
ccf life. But bow, aſked Orlando, © did 
1 170 gain poſſeſſion of the letter, 
Which, - though replete with horror, is 
* ſtill to me the meſſenger of life */ 
— Selina, the boſom friend of Arpaſia” 
replied. Rodolphus, did not long ſur- 
vive her: when ſhe was on her death- . 
© bed, and ſenſible that alb hope of 
her recovery was. vain, ſhe ſent an 
* expreſs for, me, and revealed. the 
2 whole circumſtance which that letter 
1 you have juſt peruſed fully. teſtifies. 
„Tou will eafily imagine the ſhock 
Arnelia and myſelf fuſtained on firſt | 
2 « reviſing the dreadful contents: that one, 
0 ſo near, ſo dear to us, mould thus 
. 35 1 ruſh. 
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CE 


bs wh voluntary, wich all her imper- 
fections on her head,” to eternity, 
« ſtruck us to the ſoul. Oh guard, my 
© fon, guard your heart againſt Ambi- 
tion; let not her artful promiſes 
© allure you to her ſlippery rock, from 
© whence ſhe will caſt you into the 
* gulph of diſappointment and of mi- 
 * ſery; when once her deſtructive | 
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frenzy ſeizes the human breaſt, na- 
ture and the ſoſter paſſions are 
* inflantly extinguiſhed; Oh, my chil- 
* dren, may you never know the 


ſcorpions ſhe plants in the ſoul! but : | 
« may Virtue, and her gentle ſiſters, 


TL” guide your ſleps, may ber diadem be 
0 your crown of glory, whoſe beams 
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92 « reſplendent. can never fade away ! yp 
While they thus converſed, the faithful 
_ domeſtic. was anne to Evermont the | 


#. 
* 5 


V . melancholy 
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q. melancholy | circumſtances of | Eliza's. 
death. It was not many months, 
ſaid ſhe, « after you left England, be- 

fore the father of my miſtreſs diſ- 


* 5 covered that ſhe had diſpoſed of her | 


0 annuity to releaſe you from impri- 
* ſonment. He was incenſed beyond 

0 expreſſion ; ; and my miſtreſs, ' think- 
3 ing to palliate the offence, confeſſed 


her marriage, which the © was con- 


* ſcious could · not be long conc :ealed. 
Ar This ſo excited his fury, that he inſit- | 
"ed upon her leaving the houſe. She 
Ko retired immediately, attended only = 
by me, to an obſcure lodging in an 
© adjacent village; hoping that time 
* would foften my maſter's ol duraey. | 
«In this we were, however, miſtaken he 
E « refuſed to to fee her; and at aer | 
x ? feat her letters back unopened. | 
2 5 


5 Our RE I TRY bed chus diſap- 


pointed, my miſtreſs reſolved to 
« remove to a more diſtant ſpot, where 
her griefs might be hid- from thoſe 
who had been witneſſes of her former- - 


. 


MM affluence. We removed accordingly 
to a retreat ſome miles diſtant, 


where ſhe brought into the world a 


—_ 


beautiful boy.“ Evermont here in- 
terrupted her, by demanding, with 
eagerneſs, whether that dear pledge of 
his Eliza's affection was ſtill alive. | 
5 The faithful Maria ſhook her head in 
token of the ſad negative ; ; and with 
eyes full of tears, and with faltering 
l accents, continued her melancholy nar- 
ratiye. | op F; | 1 15 
N fublified chiefly on money, 
I reſulting from the ſale of jewels, 
and 
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5 and part of the apparel, which 


# my miſtreſs fortunately brought with 
her. Theſe ſerved, with induſtry, to 


* ſupply the neceſſaries of life, During 


© this time, I need not tell you the 


* anxiety ſhe ſuffered on your account: 


many months had elapſed, and pro- 


s duced no letter to compenſate the 


* tedious hours of abſence. Sometimes 
© ſhe flattered herſelf that your letters 
* had been cruelly intercepted ; ; fohe- 
times ſhe almoſt ſunk into deſpair, 
80 believing that you were no longer an 


© jnhabitant of the earth. But, while 


© we were. in this painful ſuſpenfe, the 
dreadful news arrived, which con- 
firmed our fears; it was reported, that 
the ſhip in which you failed was 


45 wrecked on ſome unknown coaſt, and 
it was generally imagined that all 
l + 8) the 
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5 the. crew „ periſhed. You who fo well 


knew, Sir, the heart of your Eliza, 


will eaſily conceive her grief; it was 
_ © my unhappy. fate firſt to wound her 
tender boſom with the horrid tidings, . 


From that hour a ſettled melancholy, 


* which no time could diſſipate, took 
* after the dreadful event reached her 


| 6 ear, ſhe called me to her, and ad- 


d dreſſed me in words which will ever 


remain en graven on my heart. 

8 You. are ſenſible, Maria,“ faid 
of the, 60 that the world has now 
C no charms for me. It is true, 
4 that cruel ſtroke which has robbed 
« me of my love, by removing the 
00 object of my father's diſpleaſure, 
might reftore . me his . paternal fa- 
„ your. 1 might again rejoin | the 
i 1 round 
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round of gaity, and ſhine in the train 
of folly : that ſhall never be; my ſoul | 
fickens at the thought. Do not, 


"though, imagine that I repine againſt 
the Author of my being; on the con- 


* Juſtneſs of his reſentment; and though | 


« my unruly affections have over- 


5; 0 


.cc 


7 
4 


46e 


3 This is, however, digreſfintz oth 


« what I was about to "diſcloſe: '1 


ns” 


cc 


: where there is a ſhadow of reaſon to 


leaped the ſacred bounds of duty, 1 
mean not to vindicate my conduèt 3 | 
for T conſider the child who delibe- 
rately ſuerves from filial duty, 


enforce obedience, juſtly eſtranged 
from the paternal root. 


have 2 thought, Maria, which whiſ- 

pers more peace to my ſoul than all 

the You pageantry of the world; 
. I wall 


1 fly to ſolitude for that eaſe, of 
| 4. which diſappointment and misfortune 
8 have bereaved me; I will quit the 
„ haunts of man; and in ſome un- 
| «. frequented ſpot train up my infant 
«, ſon in the pure paths of virtue; 
« we will live in the primeval ſtate of 
* nature; our thirſt ſhall be quenched 
at the unſullied ſpring, and our food 
ſhall. be. ſuch as: ſimple nature in- 
oy tended. Thou, my faithful Maria, 
% Kind companion of my diſtracted 
. fortunes, thou ſhalt attend the ſteps 


6 


« of; thy hapleſs, miſtreſs, till ſome 


4. friendly hermitage ſhall. afford her 


« a calm retreat from the cares and | 


«, impertinencies:of the world. 
My heart was ſo full, that for ſome 
time I anſwered her only with fighs 


1 and. tears. * thus vented the 


* grief 
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« grief her words occaſioned, ken- 
voured to diſſuade her from ſo roman- 
tic an undertaking. 5 My reſolves,” 
©* ſaid ſhe, ** are fixed; they are not 
the effects of ſudden and violent 
grief, which often tranſſently im- 
* preſſes the mind, but of cool deli- 
* beration, which points out the path 
to | happineſs.” | When I found 
ber thus inflexible I ceaſed to per- 
ſuade her. The day following we 
0. entered on our journey, and travel- 
led by hort ſtages acroſs. the coun- 
05 try; till fortune directed us to E 
e cavern, which ſeemed formed by 
nature for our purpoſe; It was ſitu- 
© ated in the midſt of a foreſt, con- 
cealed in a ſequeſtered vale from the 
_* view of the paſſing / traveller. My 
ot * e . at the diſ- 
. | 15 corery, 


— 4 —— ny 5 
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«© covery, took up her abode here; and 

© having ſupplied it with ſuch conve- 
* niencies from the neighbouring vil- 
lage as ſhe thought requiſite, exerted | 

0 every poſſibly effort to induce me to 
return. to 1 "id which ſhe had 


0 abandoned. was, though, too 


ö 
* SLE 


2 much . to her perſon, and her 


* intereſts, to comply with her. requeſt; 
© her ſociety was more to me than the 
whole world; and to have leſt her 
would have rent my heart aſunder. 


* Weſpent fifteen months in this dreary 


wilderneſs; when «misfortune happen- 
ed, the grief of which ſoon put an end 
to the exiſtence of my unfortunate miſ- 
| treſs. - One evening we had ſeated 
© * ourſelves at the entrance of our 


: * - 


M4 
— 
* 


cavern, to enjoy the ſerenity of the air: 
my miſtreſs was looking with maternal 
| . Vor. I „ ͤ 1 "_ 


w 
2 0 
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E fondneſs on her ſmiling infant, and 
IJ was employed at her fide with the 
0 * diftaff: 1 6 Maria, ſaid ſhe, there ĩs 
te ſecret pleaſure in acting right, ac- 
“ cording to our imperfe& conceptions, 
« which ſurpaſſes the- higheſt ſenſual 
„ gratification. Methinks,” ſaid ſhe, 
Go: while I thus preſerve my faith unſul- 
lied, and tranſplant my tenderneſs to 
ne infant 1 image of my lord, Heaven 
* ſmiles denignly on me!” At this 
© inftant we perceived four or five 
© ruffians ruſh on us from an adjacent 
of thicket, who ſeized the infant from 
© its. diſtracted mother's arms, and fled 
; with precipitation through the foreſt. 
| e- We pierced -the air with our ſhrieks ; 
© and the frantic Eliza endeavoured. to 
purſue her loſt ſon : but, alas! her 
15 delicate limbs failed her, and ſhe ſunk 
7 -« lifeleſs 


.6 
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© lifeleſs on the ground. With difficulty, 
* 1 recovered her; but, alas! to a ſenſe 
only of her. wretchedneſs. Her health 
became a prey to grief; and a deep 


© conſumption | in a few months ter- 


* minated. her misfortunes. 1 ſaw her 


dear remains decently depoſited at a 


8 ſmall diſtance from the hermitage, and 
detected a monument ta her memory. 


For the perfarmance of this painful ; 


6. and. melancholy. office, the ardour 


* and fincerity of my aſſection ae ; 


me with. reſolution. 1 | 

When IT had paid this wibuts to 
her honoured memory, I. returned to 
that ſociety from which I had far 
« her ſake been, fo. long eftranged. 


« The. father of my dear departed 
« miſtreſs, I have learnt, is dead. It 


© ſeems that, a few months before he 
"| a 


expired, 
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1 expired, he repented of his harſh 
treatment towards his daughter, and 
tried in vain to diſcover her abode, 
© having made her his ſole heir. His 
« repentance came, alas! too late; ſhe 
is now no more: and her | hapleſs 
infant has long. no doubt, ſhared the 


* 


* Kate of its lamented mother. As 
Maria concluded, Evermont drew a 
heartfelt figh, and wept at the untime- 
ly fate of his infant ſon. Rodolphus, 
Orlando, and Arnelia, n 
with their melancholy gueſt, and 
prevailed with him to favour them 
with his preſence at the nuptials of | 
Orlando and Arnelia. | 
On the day after their arrival, as 
| they were walking in an adjacent” wood, 
they were furpriſed by the piercing 


dhricks of a human voice imploring help. 
| wk 
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They flew to the ſpot immediately. and 
perc eived two. men; one of whom had 
been - cruelly beating his companion 
with an oaken cudgel; and was drag- 
ging him by the hair of his head to 
an oppoſite valley. Orlando and the 
5 captain were immediately going, to 
reſcue him, had not his inhuman 

_ adverſary made off on the approach of 
the two friends. | 
The poor fellow; with tears of grati- 
- tude, thanked his preſervers; 3 who in- 
quired into the cauſe of the outrage. 

« Sir,” faid the man, I would moſt 
6. « willingly ſatisfy. your curioſity ; but F_ 

8 am fearful my antagoniſt ſhould 
return with a ſuperior force, and 

that fatal conſequences. migh enſue.” 
This reply raiſed the aſtoniſhment. of 
Erermont and Orlando: they bid him 
„„ 
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fear nothing, affuring | him they were 5 
| Prepared for any attack whatever; but 
perceiving that this did not diſpel 
the poor man's fears, they proceeded 
with him to the houſe, where he began 
to relate the particulars of the adven- 
| 1 Am the ſon of poor but honeſt parents 
(aid he: ) my father ſupported a large 
family, of which I was the elder, by 
daily labour. To this 1 contributed 
1 my mite; till at about the age of 
fifteen years it was my ill fortune to 
become acquainted with a gang * 
gipſies, who had for ſome time infeſted 
the adjacent parts of our village. I 
was fo charmed with the mirth, feſti- 
vity, and indolence of their vagrant 


againſt 


. chat 1 turned with diſguſt 
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againſt the coarſe. food and - ſcanty 


meal which labour and induſtry ſup- 


plied, and reſolved no more to toil in 


the ſultry heats of ſummer, and in the 


freezing cold of winter, for thoſe neceſ- 


ſaries and conveniencies. of life which 


might be ſupplied in profuſion by eaſe 
and indolence. y © hus determined, I for- 


ſook the cottage of my father, and 


repaired to the gipſies, who readily 
admitted me among them. With them 
I traverſed the country, and partook of 
: thoſe luxuries with which the dexterity 


of our hands ſupplied us. The ſociety 
is divided into diſtin claſſes, to each of 


which a ſuperior is afſigned, whoſe 


5 buſineſs i it is to appoint to thoſe under 


his immediate authority the employ- 
ment of ihe day or night: it was his 


taſk to declare by what craft the 


 deftined 


— ; 


104 "THE AMBITIOUS 


deftined houſe, or henrooſt, was to 
be plundered, and to depoſit the fruits 
of our dexterity in the treaſuries of 
the gipſy king, who reigns with ab- 
ſolute authority over all, and likewiſe 
to allot to each individual that portion 


which the nature of their office or 


greatneſs of exploits demanded. 

1 will not tire you, though, with the 
Wi adventures I encountered while 
à member of their ſwarthy tribe. The 
one only which made the moſt laſting 
impreſſion on my mind I will relate. 
Within two years after my firſt reſi- 


dence among them, a party of us 


were paſſing through a foreſt, when 
we perceived two women fitting at the 
entrace of a cavern: © one of them 
Was extremely beautiful, and held an 
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infant of about a twelvemonth old on 
her knee. My companions no ſooner 

perceived this, than they fixed on the 
; ſmiling innocent as their prey. Deter- 
mined to put the horrid reſolution in 
execution, of tearing the infant from 
the arms of its fond mother, they ſur- 
rounded her, and ſeized the child, 
which ſhe in vain endeavoured to de- 
fend; till, finding all refiſtance vain, ſhe | 
threw herſelf at their feet, and firove 
by tears and entreaties to move their 
compaſſion : the metcileſs wretches, 
however, remorſeleſs, fled beyond reach 
of her cries with the infant. | 

I muſt own that the agonies of the fair 
ſtranger had ſuch an effect upon me, . 
that my feet for ſome moments re- 
mained rooted to the place; when my 
comrades, perceiving me behind, rouſed 


8. 


me 
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me from that ſtupor into which the 
horrid cataſtrophe had thrown me. To 
outrages of this nature L had, indeed, 
been frequently witneſsz hut in this 
inſtance the exquiſite: ſufferings of the 
diſtracted mother remained ever pre- 
| font to my memory, andi inſpired me 
with an: ardent: defite- of _ calming; her 
griefs, hy reftoring: the littls: innocent to 
ber diſconſolate arms. This, however, 
appeared imprafticable;, ank would, I 
was conſcious, if. diſcayered, expoſe me 
. twtheckury of. the whole banditti. 5 
| Not many months after this event, a { 
circumſtance happened „ Which deter- 
mined. me upon changing my: way of 
life. Among the women of our company, 
Vas a pretty black-eyed wench, who 
ſurpaſſed, at leaſt in my opinion, the 
reſt of her ſwarthy ſiſters: on her I had 
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long caſt an eye of regard; ; and, having 
obtained her conſent, our marriage was 
celebrated, with great feſtivity, after 
the manner of the gipſies. 


But in a ſhort time I began to repent of | 


my bargain, There was a gipſey in the 
gang who, I had reaſon to believe, en- 
deavoured to injure me in the affections 
of my wife. My jealouſy being arouſed, 
J failed nat to keep a vigilant watch on 
their proceedings; and at length re- 
ceived full conviction of her infidelity, 


My ſuſpicions thus confirmed, I applied 


to the chief of our ſociety, to obtain 


ſatisfaction for the injury I had received: 
but -they refuſed to redreſs my wrongs, 


alleging, that,. as the woman had fin- 


ned with her own conſent, I muſt ſub- 


mit with patience to my misfortune, 
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Enraged at this coolneſs, and at what 
appeared to me highly unjuſt, I deter- 


mined to be no longer ſubject to their 
| corrupt laws; but firſt to-gratify my ; 
revenge on my rival, and then to leave 
their gang for ever. 1 had. long ſince, 
indeed, been weary of their way of life; 
which, though it afforded luxuries, ; 
5 brought with it the ſtings of conſcience: 
| we were in continual dread of furpriſals; ; 
and, in the midft of our jollity, were 
frequently obliged to ſave ourſelves from 
the hands of juſtice? by inftant flight. 
| I therefore waited a Proper opportu- 
nity; and having with a truſty cudgel 
- amply repaid the injury I had received, 
] on the paramour of my wife, immedi- 
ately began my eſcape from the com- 
pany. Before my departure, I reſoived 
in wy meaſure to compenſate for the 


various 5 
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various iniquities which I had been 


| guilty of, and acceſſary to, ſince my 
firſt entering into the tribe, by reſtor- 
ing the infant, whoſe fate had made 


ſuch an impreſſion on my heart, to it's 


mother. To this end, I made the little 


liſper companion of my flight; but by 


ſome means, of which I am ignorant, 


the gipfies seceived intelligence of our 
eſcape ; and fearful left I might diſ- 


cover their gang to the officers of juſtice, 


1 party of them inſtantly ſet out to 


purſue me. Although I fled with all 


poſſible ſpeed, 1 had the mortification 


to hear, by the confuſed murmur. of 


their voices, that they were at no great 


diſtance. Perceiving I was thus cloſely 


% 


* 


purſued, I found myſelf conſtrained to 
forſake my little charge, whoſe cries 


at the ſwiftneſs of it's conveyance 
„„ 2” | might 
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might probably have led to a ſpeedy 
diſeovery; and coming to the bounds 


of an incloſure, ſomewhat nigh, to the 


beſt of my remembrance, this part of 
the country, I contrived to lift him 
over the fence, and left him reluct- 
| antly while I, by the rapidity of my 
flight, and the darkneſs of the night, 
eſcaped the vigilance of my purſuers. 
F-flept that night in a wood; and at 
break. of day prepared - to return to 
the ſpot where neceſſity obliged me 
to drop my little helpleſs companion: 
but, alas! in my haſte I Had neglected g 
to mark the place where J left him; 
and ] had trod ſo many croſs- roads 
and intricate windings during my flight, 
that 1:found. it impofſ ible to retrace them. 
However, it was ſome- conſolation : to 1 
me, Yar 4 had at leaſt reſcued his in- 
n ws OF | fancy 
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fancy from the paths of vice; and 1 
flattered myſelf that Heaven might be- 
friend his unprotected innocence. Full 
of theſe ideas, I ſtruck acrofs the coun- 

try to the habitation of my parents, 

who received me moſt tenderly. 1 
related to them my adventures, and 
avowed my contrition for paſt offences; 
which covered their honeſt cheeks with 
tears of joy. From that day forward, 

divided the labours of the day. with 
adds a reliſh to the moſt frugal repaſt. 
1 ſettled in my native place, where 1 

laboured with peace and ſatisfaction 

many years; till buſineſs calling me «0 

tunately diſcovered by my old antago- 

niſt. He rejoiced to pay me the 

Plaus I had ſo juſtly inflictod on him 
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112 THE auRTTIous 


formerly, and attacked me as Tn was 
employed in a neighbouring foreft ; 
whete," having beat ine unmercifully, 
he was dragging me to the gang; 
which, I have reaſon to believe, is ſta- 
tioned at a ſhort diſtance from hence. 


ay hot * SY - o 


During this narrative, various changes 
of anxiety and ſurprize were painted 
in the countenances of the ſeveral au- 
ditors. The circumſtance which the 
ſtranger related concerning the theft 
of the child exactly correſponded with 
that which put a period to the exiſt- 
ence of Eliza. This had ſuch an effect 
on Evermont and Maria, that it was 
with difficulty they reftrained them- 
(olves from breaking the thread of his 
diſcourſe; which, however, tliey liſten- 
ed to * ſilent attention, expecting 
2 every 


___ MOTHER, — 
every approaching minute to team with 
| ſome new diſcovery, in which they 
ſtranger related that Part of - his ſtory 


in which he dropped, in his flight, the in- 


fant, the attention of Rodolphus was 
doubly exited :. the time, the place, of 
his firſt diſcovery} of the infant Orlando 


ruſhed forcibly on the remembrance of | 


| the good old man, and perſuaded him 


that this was the child which Heaven 
had ordained to be protected by him. 


Evermont was likewiſe convinced that 


it muſt be the ſon of Eliza, which had 


been thus forcibly torn from her arms: 
this was aſcertained by Maria, who de- 


manded of the man the ſpot in which 
they were firſt diſcovered by the gipſies, 
which corteſponded with the other cir- 

cumſtances. What tended more to the 
5 ; L3 certainty 
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a1 THE AMBITIOUS 
certainty of Otlando's birth, was a 
particular ſcar which appeared on his 
breaſt; this Maria affirmed to be im- 
preſſed by an accident on that of Eliza" s 
infant ſon. | 
The wretched Evermont now ſaw a 
| gleam of joy break through his clouds 
of. ſorrow ; he fell on Orlando's neck, 
and exclaimed with tranſport It is, 
it is my ſon! I fee the faded image 
of my Eliza again revived in 
© this dear pledge of her love; her ſea 

* tures, her countenance, through which 
_ * ſhines her ſoul! How could I be ſo 
long,“ continued he, blind to the 
6 ſweet reſemblance? Gracious Heaven! 
.. * how are our weak faculzes obſcured 

and bewildered in thy unſearchable 
© © Jabyrinths, till it is thy will to lead 
us Ow: ne light of truth through 
* thy. 


* 


MO THER. nch 


e thy myſterious paths? Maria could 
ſcarce reſtrain the violence of her honeſt 
joy at thus ſeeing, in the virtuous youth, | 


the offspring of her beloved miſtreſs: 
nor were Arnelia and Rodolphus 
inſenfible ſpeQators of it, 

Nothing now was wanting to compleat 


» 


their felicity, The tranſported | lovers 


were united” by Hymen's filken bands, 
and lived undiſturbed by thoſe cares 


and anxieties which imbittered the 


dawning of their loves. . 
Orlando became poſſeſſed of the eſtate 
of his grandfather, which devolved on 


bim by Eliza's death; but was, at the 


inftance of Rodolphus and Arnelia, ſet- 
| thed on Evermont, Orlando's father. Wh 


The faithful ſervices of Maria, and | 


the poor fellow who, by the timely 


pints: of VET had been in- 
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Arumental to the Joyful diſcorery, were 
not left unrewarded. _ 1 

A handſome annvity was ſettled by 
Evermont and Rodolphus on each, which 
enabled them to paſs the remain- 


der of their days with caſe and inde- 
3 


b : 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


H E Author begs "OE to ao- 
- quaint her readers, that, ſhould 


any of the fix following Letters have 


appeared, they were, with many others 
not publiſhed, given to a Mr. Newton 


| Kenrick, to be copied; from whom, 
though repeatedly applied to, ſhe has | 
; rer been vio to obtain n . 
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. LETTER I, 


. 


| 0 U congratulate me, my ao oli- 
3 * via, on / the pleaſure 1 enjoy in the 
ſociety of my amiable friend Lady Em- 
mel. It i is true, 1 am happy, a as far as the 
19 lot of mortality will permit; but 1 am 
perſuaded that ſenſibility was given, 
in ſome meaſure, as a check to that hap- 
pineſs we are not here to poſſeſs. | This — 
appears to me reaſonable : the foul, left 1 
with every earthly j joy, and capable, 0 of 


4912 
taſting the exalted pleaſures of love 


and friendſhip, might too ſoon be ſatis- „ 
fied with its condition, did not the mi- 
belles of others awaken us to 2 ſenſe of 


* Sh * 4 3 4 


what 


1 1 E TT E R FROM 
what we are, The occaſion of my mo- 
ralizing thus, is becauſe my feelings 
| [ have lately been rouſed : excuſe me if 
1 treſpaſs on-your patience, by en 
q the inſtance to you. 
| | Melville Hall. -indulges its Abt 4 in 
al thoſe unconſtrained freedoms, which 
conduce te render every one happy, dy. 
purkiing melt own inclination: we read, 
work, walk, or any way amuſe ourſelves 
our fancy leads. I was one day going 
20 divert myſelf with Thomſon, | in a 
favourite | grove, where methought 1 
could fit and mark all thoſe charming 
objects Which this ſweet delineator of 
nature has ſo beautifully deſcribed z 
when | crofling =. violet emb roidered 
| ead, 1 perceived a young woman fit 
a as. on a tuft, of hay: : it was the 
noon-tide hour, and: the x mowers had. re- 
Wy: I as 7 8 n 
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tired to their rural repaſt, Her counte- 


nance ſhewed the glimmering of a 
thouſand beauties, veiled by a cloud of 
ſorrows: : ſhe claſped an infant to her 
breaſt; and her eyes were ſtreaming with 
che melting tribute of woe. She gazed 


on the infant; and then, looking up to 
Heaven, exclaimed 0 God! when. 
wilt thou deliver me? She ſaw me; 1 


and, with the deep bluſh of confuſion, 


would have retired. As ſhe. aroſe, ; 
diſcovered "i in ber form and air all 
thoſe nameleſs graces, that mode. 


which inſenfibly ſteals on the foul, and 


5 vins her to itſelf. I approached with 


a look that entreated ber fy: ſhe 
ſtopped 3 z and with timidity faid— * Oh, 

Ga Madam, do not aſk a recital of 
* thoſe miſeries which I would hide, even 


from myſelf; but that, alas! cannot 


%%% 


1 LETTER FROM 
c be. Do not alarm, yourſelf,” I repli- 


ed: IC <1 wiſh not. to explore, but to allevi- 
ate, your ſorrows. — No, Madam, 
ſhe ſaid, © they are paſt relief. The 
es removal of them may, indeed, 5 
returned, : be out of my power; 
* ſurely they may be alleviated,'— 
* * Your goodneſs, Madam, the ſaid, over- 
powers me. Behold this infant, —it was 
b as an angel—* it's lot is poverty 
and ſhame.—Unhappy | babe 1 
| She could ſay no more 15 tears choaked 
the ſounds: but recovering herſelf a lit- 
tle— Can you, O can vou, Madam, | 
| the faid, © aſter ſuch a confeſſion, con- 
+ taminate yourſelf by pitying me? 
I conjeftured what her fituation was; [ 
feared ſhe had been imprudent : but - it 
would bave been the, height of inhu- | 
i to have forfaken' her. 1 alced 


i | . ber 


L IN DAMIRA TO OLIVIA. rt 
ber if ſhe would put herſelf under my 
care, or whether I could convey her 
to any friend or relation ſhe might 
prefer? She anſwered Heaven be 
© praiſed, no relation lives to partake of 
my .miſery; but your protection, 
Madam, is more than I can hope for. 
I chen led her to a temple, at the en- 
- trance of the garden, and flew to Lady 
I, to conſult with her upon the 


1 Fr 


; propereſt means of relief for the unhappy 


girl, intimating what I conjectured her 
ſituation to be. She replied, that the 


building at the entrance of the Auen 


Vould be the fitteſt retreat. 


i] never before knew the extenſive phi- 
| N of my friend: this houſe, which 
is. large, neat, and retired, is an aſylum ' 

do thoſe who have deviated from the path | 
| 05 mos T hus Lady Emmel has the 
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tenderneſs, the exalted generofity, to 
commiſerate and relieve thoſe who 
have ſwerved from that virtue ſhe ſo 
rigidly obſerves. It is ſecret; for the ' 
| delicacy of its patroneſs will not per- 
mit her to ſhock the unhappy, fince 
nothing but the genuine tear of remorſe 
can obtain her protection. In this re- 
treat we placed Patty, . (the name of 
the unfortunate girl;) and, when a few | 
days had elapſed, Lady Emmel went to 


the aſylum to inquire after her. The 5 


matron informed her, that Patty ſeemed. 
very wretched, though ſhe endeavoured 
to appear eaſy, and that ſhe had been 
queſtionin g her, the matron 5 if ſhe imagined 
her benefactreſʒ would for once condeſcend 
to converſe with her. This my friend did; 


and gave me the following account of 
their interview. * When 1 entered the 
Ws VVV»bx | chamber, 5 


| LINDAMIRA TO OLIVIA, 223 
chamber, the faid, © ſhe was fitting 


© like a guardian angel, over her lovely 


* oy 


babe, then ſleeping : atfi ight of me ſhe 
| ſtarted, and I perceived her tremble; 


2 


I entreated her tv compoſe herſelf; 
: 


- © T ſhould not have thus diſturbed her, 
25 had 1 not been informed the wiſhed 
« to ſee me.'—* I am indeed, Madam,” 


ſhe replied, *. furpriſed ! But how— ſhe 
falte red, ſhe ſtopped; and then, fix 


ing her eyes on the ground, continued 
12 after ſuch goodneſs, Madam, I ſhould 
hs add ingratitude to the number of my 
«| crimes, ſhould J any longer defer 
. giving you my wretched ſtory ; which, 
he though, i will coſt me very ſevers 
« pangs in relating, may in ſome mea- 
4 « ſure vindicate me to you, by letting 
8 che ground-work of my guilt. appear, 
ne, * 2 | * which 


8 


| and, ſeating myſelf, aſſured her: that 
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85 which: oaleinated. from - strong patHions, | 
© guarded! by weak Principles.“ Here 
me pauſed; A after a nene 


gh, e 1 gie 


x 
” " : 8 > 
14 3 ? : 2s £F' 5 I 3 ft» 
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Iva born in a village not far 
: from” hence, of worthy parents, W 
; endeavoured by every tenderneſs' to in- 
ſtil into me the firm © principle ol 1 
religion and virtue. ' Unhappily for nie, 
my father died when 1 was only ſcven 1 


years old; and my mother, who loved 


| him Wich the fincereſt affs tion, unable | 


to ſuſtain fo great a calamity, was done 


to his grave in three months after. ny "Thus 


bereaved of the natural guardians of 7 | 
innocence, a wealthy farmer, who had | 
always lived e on "friendly terns with my. 
parents, took me into his family, He 


| ada a ary a few . un than wyſelf: 


we 


\ 


| LINDAMIRA-TO OLIVIA. 125 
we grew up in mutual affection; if he 
was ſent to the meads to watch the flock, 


my delight was to gather the ſweeteſt 


flowers, and deſpoil the trees of their 


fruit to pleaſe him. Thus paſſed the ſpot- 


leſs early hours of life. As I grew up, 


my adopted mother employed me in 
domeſtic. concerns: I was no longer per- 
mitted to range the meadows with my 
beloved companion; he was now ſent 
to drive the plough ; and my care was to, 


Provide for his refreſhment. At eve, 


when the jovial ſong went round, if [ 
ung, his eyes were fixed on mine, and 


all his ſoul ſeemed mute attention. Thus 
every paſſing hour ſeryed to cement the 

e of love; I cheerfully purſued my rural 
taſks, ardently pray ing for the return of 


eye, which crowned my labours with 


| the fight of him who poſſeſſed. my ſoul. 
8 8 . | | Nw: 
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We | mutually wiſhed for an "union; "but 
each knew too welt the diſpoſition of his 
parents to believe they would ever con- 
ſent to it; for they held me in a menial 
light ; ; nor would gratitude. permit me 
to agree to a ſecret matriage, which 0 
would have entirely blaſted their hopes'{ 
a wealthy neighbour's daughter being 
defigned for him. Theſe obſtacles to 
our happineſs often made me reflector 
my fituaion with fadneſs'; bur £ 
ſwore to me eternal love, . eager 
hopes removed every difficulty, and m my ; 
deludect imagination beheld in For E 
| türity, the hour that was to make WY 
happy: but when the wholb village 
talked of his approaching wedding, 1 

muſt on my fears were again awaken- 
ed, and 1 reſolved to all an explanation 


of im; for now, | to my ſurpriſe, he 


F„F„ 
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1 appeared rejoiced at the propoſal, and 
even ſeemed enamoured with che fair 
maid, Soon after this reſolution, when 
| I found an opportunity of being alone 
with him, 1 began to ſpeak; but he 
prevented me, {aying-—* My dear Patty, 
„vo art ſurpriſed at ſeeing the-ſeem- : 
ing ſatisfaction with which I liſten” to 
this odious match; but reſt aſſured, my: 
© ſweet girl, it is not from my heart, 1 
© were that capable of change, but it 
© is, impoſſible. I only wear this ap- 
peaxance, that 1 may not, by too 
* ſudden a refuſal, irritate my parents; 
for though with thee I could. endure 
© the ſexereſt poverty, yet I could not 
bear to ſee thee want. Do not then 
be blame me, Fatty; I am in hopes by 
this oontrivanqe to gain time; ſome- 
thing may happen, . favourable 
* to our wiſhes.” | 
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Theſe reaſons appeared ſo plauſible, 
that my fears were calmed; and love 
again recalled thoſe” pleaſing dreams 


| deſpair had baniſhed, 


During this interval, his friends preſed 


f him to fix a day for his nuptials; we 


again met, and expatiated on the hard- 


chips of our ſituation. I ſaw my fate in- 
evitable; and deſpair again took poſſeſſion 
of my ſoul. He ſoothed, be comforted 
me; and, in a torrent of affectionate 
language, when he ſet before me the un- 
certainty of our fate, preſſed me to make 


him happy, by the moſt diſhonourable | 
compliance, as a ſure and only means 


of ſecuring us to each other. I ſtarted 
at the propoſal, with that horror natu- 
ral to an innocent mind; anger and 
indignation overpowered me; I gave 


30 
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way to their We and upbtaided 
him with his baſeneſs; Which. he, 
aſcribed. to the violence of his paſſion. 
1 was contemptuous; he again urged 
me with the ſtrongeſt marks of fond- 

neſs: T was inexorable and bid him fly. 
my. preſence... He obeyed; but as we 
parted ſaid, Did | love like him, I could 
not refuſe: to make him happy. | 2 _ How. | 
_ © have I been deluded,” faid he, wn. 
' grateful Elrl! you have never loved! Did 
you know the © ſweet paſſion, you 
« would be foftened,” With theſe words 
he left the room, and we parted, for 
the firſt time, diffatisfied with each other. | 
When 1 was alone, 1 reflected on what 
had” paſſed © the accuſation of not loying 


him ſtung me to the ſoul: I began to 
think what he ſaid. not unreaſonable; 
and imagined it — for affec- 
tion 


. ERIK ⁵¼U . 


my frailey ! 
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tion like his ever to cool. Alas! I did 
not conſider that when virtue is ſub- 
dued by love, the fickle youth will ſoon 
deſpiſe the too eaſy conqueſt. Suffice it 
to ſay, that my weak principles in ſome 


meaſure gave way to his arguments. 


When next we met, his behaviour 
was ſullen and conſtrained. Shame 
prevented me from diſcovering the 
change in my ſentiments ; and he 
continued to upbraid me with want 
of affection it was infupportable ; fo. 
that; by degrees, 1 found means to 
let bim ſee that the feyerity of my 
diſpleaſure was abated, He took ad- 
vantage of my weakneſs; urged again 
his ſuit—Ler filence draw A veil vyer 
© le Yo ae in 
1 lr bring ths > ,She 
ego 


Oo 


She was unable to proceed: à deep 


bluſh ſuffuſed her countenance; but in 


a few minutes, entreating me to pardon 15 
her weakneſs, ſhe reſumed her molan- 


_ choly narrative. | "JW 453 


oy 5 ie now . happy ; but 1 


was not ſo: his affection for the village 
maid, which was often talked of, dif- 


turbed me, and conſcious guilt chaſed 


away tranquillity. Some months ole 


on us; and my lover was not leſs ardent 


in his affection than before. Paint to 


yourſelf, though, Madam, my horror, 


: when one day. his mother informed r me 


vo” -o, 


fachleſs ſon, BY Gals own See 1 5 
my rival. My grief was beyond con- 
ception; I endeavoured, however, to 


conceal 
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| conceal the agonies of a breaking heart 
by looks of eaſe and unconcern, | 
waited. with i impatience the return of my 

| baſe betrayer; but, conſcious of his in- 
tended perfidy, he avoided ſeeing me. 
I was almoſt diſtracted the whole night : : 


ſometimes I determined to upbraid him : 
in the preſence of his intended bride ; 


7 but pride prevented me from expoſing my 


weakneſs, Sometimes l thought of gain- 
ing an interview to load him with 
reproaches, and then to fly the houſe 
for ever, In the morning I endeavoured. 
to execute this laſt reſolve ; ; but the 
falſe wretch ſtill continued to avoid all 


opportunities of an interview: my only 
5 reſource, then, was that of following 


him to the church: ths 1 all; and, as 
he exulting led my rival to the altar, 


| darted a look at him, which muſt have 


"#2 


„ pierced 


LINDAMIRA TO OLIVIA. 33 


pierced his guilty ſoul. No longer able 
to bear the painful conflict, I flew to 


the abode of a young woman who had 
always Profeſſed the moſt diſintereſted 


ftiendſhip for me: ſhe received me witk 


the tendereſt affection, and we mutually 


ſhared the ſcanty morſel of induſtry: 


Heaven was pleaſed, at length, to 


crown my miſeries with this infant. 


The gentle Maria ſtill felt my ſor- 


rows, and infuſed the cordial of re- 


ligion i into my deſponding ſoul: I fancied _ 


myſelf eaſy ; but, alas! how fleeting is 


human peace fate took her from me; 


my dear Maria died! 


The day on which your bounty 


9 me, I was left friendleſs, and 


_ expoſed to all the horrors of guilt, of 
want, of wretchedneſs. eee, 


Vor. I, N. 2 4 Thus, 


* 
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Thus, Madam, I fell an unhappy 
victim to impetuous paſſions, Peace 
and innocence are for ever fled: hap- 
py, if by ſuffering, 1 may atone "Tor my 
_ offences. | 


"— un San tt Mt EIS TO IT I 


—v—v—B 


She ceaſed; 1 endeavoured to ſpeak 
the language of conſolation ; entreated 
ber to be calm, and retired. 
̃ Lady Emme s tears and mine fireamed 
ut this relation. Thus we ſee, my 
Olivia, that treachery and diſſimulation 
are not confined alone to cities, but diffuſe 
alike their deſtructive influence in the 
1 cottage and in the court. 1 will not, 
| however, by moralizing, intrude further 
08 yr patience. 125 
| LaN DAMIRA. 
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DEAR ELVIRA, 


FT Am now ſeated in a roſeate bower, 

and ſurrounded by the vocal cho- 
riſters of the grove; but am inattentive 
to the ſweets of the one and the me- 
lody of the other, being wholly taken up 
in teflecting on an adventure, which I 
cannot forbear communicating to you. 
I told you, Cleora was at Lady Ds; 
and as we are both admirers of 
ſylvan ſcenes, we enjoy the country 


together. In one of our morning: ram- 
bles, attended only by a ſervant, we 
perceived a. little opening. at ſome 
diſtance; and aſking our attendant 
where it led to, he replied, to a mea- 
dow; but that we could 80 no further 

N 
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than the. hedge. We however . 
and, having delivered our horſes to 
him, entered one of the moſt plea- 


: fant fields I had ever beheld: Tt 


was ſurrounded by a quickſet hedge, 
behind three fides of which was a 
grove, which prevented any further 
pProſpect. We looked about for ſome 

time, and at laſt perogved à gap in the 
hedge, at which we proceeded into a 
beautiful green lane. It was bounded 
by a hedge of ſweet. briar, roſes, and 
myrtle ; in ſome parts the lily ſhewed. 
her ſnowy head, and by her pale hue 
ſeemed to add brightneſs to the tints 
of the other flowers behind each ſide 
were firs, lilac, and jeſſamine, ſo cloſely 
united, as ſtill to prevent us from diſ-— 

: covering any diſtant view, This lane. 
| 1 > had 


* 


ſpringing at oujlj 
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had various windings, in each of which | 
we perceived new beauties; ſometimes 


we ſaw the honeyſuckle, roſe, and jeſſa- 
mine, cloſe locked in each other's em- 
braces, forming a natural poſy of inter- 
mingling ſweets: if we looked down, we 


. diſcovered the humble vale lily, yellow 


primroſe, and purple violet, modeſtly 
ect. In ſome of 
the windings we were intercepted by 


1 myrtle branch in full bloom; and 
we heard the ſongs of ſeveral birds, 


which were concealed in the aromatig 


ſhrubs. 


We had walked near an hour, when h 
our attention was attracted by the 


ſound of a muſical inſtrument: we ſtop- 
ped; and in a few minutes heard it, ac- 
companied by the following ſong, in a 
moſt enchanting female voice, 15 


"M3 | Behota 


I 
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Behold, all- bountteous Nature” $ bloom, 
See flowers in order riſe; 8 

The grove O'erſfiades with verdant gloom,. 
And ſeems to kiſs the ſkies. 


The birds awak'd, ſweet morn-to hail, 
Enlivening carols ſing; 

The placid primroſe of the vale 
Unfolds her charms to ſpring. . 


And now along the daiſied mead, 
Sh zephyr wafts his wing; 
The hinds their tendefſlambkins lead, 
Ja taſte the liquid nog 


The found reached us from the left» 5 
: fide of the lane, and. appeared not re- 


* 


mote from us. We however proceeded: 
a few yards, and aſcended a rifing 
ground, perfeAly wild and beautiful: 
here was a bunch of thyme, which 
ſcented the gale; and there a clofter of 
clove gilliflowers, which ſeemed to have: 
borrowed: their ſhining veſture from the 

Planet of dre day: that bright luminary- 
J „„ 
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was now in his meridian, and we began to 
feel the force of his ſcorching beams; 
when we perceived, in a vale: beneath; 


two young girls, ſeated at the entrance 


of a cavern ; one of' them was ſpinning, 
and the other Held a pou harp in- her 
| hand. 


We approached | * unperceived; 


tors before the ſongfireſs (who appeared 

to be the elder) diſcovered us, and with 
the moſt graceful and affable air aroſe 
to meet us. We apologized for our 
intruſion; and ſhe: with a ſmile of. 
eaſy freedom, invited us to their ruſtic 
dwelling, as ſhe termed* it: We were 

now Joined by the younger, and entered 

_ the cavern: but before [ deſcribe-i it to 
: you, | 1 muſt give : a ſketch of its lovely 

| |  reficentss; 


— 
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refidents ; in which you muſt excuſe me 
if I ama little rapturous ; ; for, 1 aſſure you, 
words can give but a faint idea of their 
charms. f 
Autora, the elder, was of. a lovely 
complexion: her hair, which was auburn, 
and adorned by a circlet of red roſes, 
fell in graceful ringlets on her ſhoulders; 


her eyes were dark and penetrating, 


The roſe ſeemed to have borrowed its 


| hue from her cheek ; and her lips were 
pure as coral: ſhe wore. a looſe green 
robe, faſtened at the breaſt by a filver 
claſp; and a thin veil of cypreſs gauze 


ſhaded her beauteous boſom. 
F lorimelia, the younger, was habĩt- 


ed in the ſame manner; the colour of 


her robe only differed, being pink. She 


was of a lighter complexion than her 
: liter, her hair e which likewiſe 


wantoned | 
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wantoned in looſe ringlets on her ſnowy 
boſom; and her eyes were blue, and 
laughing as thoſe of the fabled Thalia. 
Methought, white I gazed on theſe two 
beautiful ſiſters, I beheld in Aurora the 
native majeſty of virtue, and in 
5 Florimelia the artleſs ſimplicity of inno- 
cence. To purſue, however, my relation: 
we entered the romantic abode, which 
we found to be about forty or fifty feet 
ſquare; round which were ſeveral natu- 
ral niches, ſome beautifully ſupplied 
by elegant china vaſes, in which an 
aſſembly of the gayeſt flowers enlivened 
the ſcene by a profuſion. of the richeſt 
| dyes; others were occupied by books, 
placed in ſmall heaps; and ſome were 
inhabited by the. feathered race, which 
| built their neſts in the ſhapeleſs recep- | 
dle. At _ top of this charming receſs, 


I 


OE TH a | 3  '- 
| ſuperbly ornamented by ſhells, foſſils, 
and ore, were ſeveral oſier caſements, ſo 
artfully eoncealed in the moſs as to eſ— 
_ Cape obſervation, and at the ſame time 
to diſpenſe light to the iofide. The 
floor was beautified by pebbles, ſo judi- 
ciouſly arranged as to produce a moſt 
. Pleaſing appearance: the ſeats were of _ 
| wicker, Upon the whole, I never be- 
8 held any thing before ſo artleſsly elegant; 
nor could I have imagined that the 
works of nature could have been ſo 
exactly Aiſpoſed, without the reſem- 
blance of art. From hence we paſſed 
: through a door, hewn at the back part 
of the cliff, and preſently. found our- 
5 ſelves at the entrance of- a hanging 
wood: in the centre of it ſtood a little 
gothic temple , over the entrance of. 
which was inſcribed, I 
j ee fo 98 


© 
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9 5 SACRED TO THE Mus zs. 


Before it were placed two maſterly 


figures, repreſenting JUDGMENT crown- 
ing Fancy, The temple contained 


a very fine zeolleftion, of our beſt au- 


thors, ancient and modern. What pleaſ- 


; ed me moſt, however „ Was an obeliſk 


at another part of the wilderneſs, which 


ſeemed to wear the appearance of an- 


tiquity; on it, in ancient characters, was 

engraved, : 1 | 
© TO THE MEMORY OF EDMUND 
„„ „%% ine 


with a ſhort account of his inimitable 
- "Fairy Queen. A buſt alſo ſacred to 


' ADD1SON, and an urn to Mr TON. 
*SxpnsTONE's name was cut on the 
bark of a tall cedar, whoſe nodding | 
branches gave a grace to the grove. 0 
This 1 ee very applicable, the 


author . 


OY 
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author's peculiar. excellence conſiſting in 
the ſimple elegance of his paſtoral. In 
this manner-moſt of our poets were com- 
| memorated : as I fear, though, I ſhall tire 
vou with defeription, I 1 will at preſent 8 
8 paſs them rer. 
We proceeded We i delightful 
labyrinth, till we came. in view of a 
magnificent building, where the charm- 
ing ſiſters invited us to take ſome re- 
freſhment. As we walked. towards the . 
manſion we could not hel) p expreſſing 
our admiration of the ſcenes we had ſo 
| recently enjoyed: our fair companions. | 
Informed us that Alonza their father, 
being of a philoſophic turn of mind, had, 
f at the death of a tender wife, retired to 
this ſolitude, where he had ſpent the laſt 
eighteen years. of his liſe. Foſſeſſed 
5 NE f gliberal forge, Laid Aurora, * his 
| 6 * 


' ct 4 
k 
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5 - delight is to ſuecour thoſe who have trod 
© the thorny paths of afflition; and to 
5 draw Aide tlie veil with which in- 

7M digence and obſcurity has ſhadowed 1 
worth and genius. He has ſpared no 1 

| © expence in the” cultivation of this re- " 
e tirement, as it,! is an innocent gratifica- 
* tion, and affords means of employing 

the induſtrious peaſant.” We were nor 
arrived at the manſion, and intro- 
duced to the parent of our two compa- | 


- — 5 nt I rr nm od mr gn ret ning ry — oe mend — 
...r . ͤ ͤ . GE. a ENT 


nions, and to a young man, who, 
they informed us, was their. brother. | 
At our entrance they were reviſing A 1 
ſet of maps. Alonzo appeared to be of 
the middle age; of unaffected, but by - 

| no means poliſhed manners: 1 there. was, 
however, an affable ſincerity in his 
words and actions, ſufficiently compen- 
Vor. 0 "ny 


— 
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fating | for the want of - thoſe graces 
which are alone to be acquired by a fre- 
quent and intimate connection with fa- 
ſhionable life. Evander, his ſon, was 
about five or fix and twenty; noble in 
his deportment, and pleaſing in his per- 
ſon; poſſeſſed, though, of theſe exter- 
nal graces, melancholy ſpread itſelf 
over his countenance, This aroſe, 1 
imagine, from his ſtudious and contem- 
plative turn, for which his fiſters ſaid 
he was remarkable. 
We were received with the awd 
politeneſs, and refreſhed with a colla- 
tion ſerved by four neat country laſſes, 
the apparent votaries of health and 
good-humour. Having ſtaid about an 
| hour, we took our leave of the amiable | 
850 e ſhortly to renew our. 
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panied us to the ſpot of our firſt en- 


counter. 


MiRAnDa: 
LINDA- 


The two beauteous fiſters accom- 


Adieu, my dear Elvira. 
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| FULL e of heart-felt 1 1 am re- 
tired, my Olivia, 40 eemmunicate 
ꝛo you the ſad concluſion of my former 
letter. We have witneſſed a ſcene which 
ſenfibility alone can feel. The con- 
tracted mind excludes itfelf from all thoſe 5 
tender joys and ſorrows which. are the 
ſprings that prevent the current of life 
from ſtagnating. Retain then, ye unfee l- 
| ing, your calm ſtupidity ; I envy you not. 
Who would loſe the ſoft, the pleaſing 
ſatisfaction of alleviating the pangs of 
| departing. life, of breathing the balmy 
aàccents of conſolation into the drooping 


ſoul, and of ſhedding the ſympathetic | 


tear ? No one, ſurely. Serenity, doubt- 
leſs, is a bleſſing; but who would pur- 
chaſe, it at the expence of e 
Few, | 


* 


ES. , 
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Few, very few, I hope, at ſo dear a 
price. The unfortunate Patty's health, 
from the firſt moment of her retreat, vi- 
ſibly declined. The acute remembrance 
of her paſt follies ſecretly preyed on her 
ſpirits, and cut ſhort the thread of her 
exiſtence. Lady Emmel and myſelf 
frequently participated her ſorrows. We 
had retired one evening, as uſual, to her 
apartment: ſhe ſeemed faint and languid; - 
| yet her words had ſomething more ani- 
mated in them than I had ever before 
obſerved. She aroſe' from her ſeat 'to 
meet us; and, eagerly claſping our 
bands, My friends, my benefaftors,” 
ſaid ſhe, let me, if it be poſſible, con- 
vince you that ingratitude does not re- 
* fle&t an additional ſhade on my cha- 
* rafter : the hour approaches that will. 
| ſummon me from theſe ſcenes; hops 
| * whiſpers from my ſorrows, To you, 7 
ev 


% VET PER FROM! 1 
HM ladies, F owe my peace, my tranquillity,! 
*in this hour of trial: from contempla- 
tion 1 have learned to look backward 
| « <vjanhivur terror; 'and forward with hope, 
frbm the mercy of iny Creator. Let 
„me | ſolicit you; Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
turning to Lady Emmel, to preſerve 
this paper for my infant, if it ſhall 
« :pleafe Heaven to guide her t ma-! 
« (burity 3 it is the only oY ber: hapleſs: 
mother can beſtor. The amiable, 
penitent then embraced her lovely babe; 
and, claſping it to her boſom, lifted, vp, 
her eyes towards Heaven, and implored:; 
every'bleſling on-its-growing years her! 
ardent. prayer was, that ber guilt might 
not devolve en her helpleſs. innocent. 
When ſhe had ended her pious ejacula- 
tions,” that fortitude; which had hitherto 
ſopported her, vaniſhed, and ſhe burſt into 


- 


* 
# 1 
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an agony. of tears. It was impoſſible to 

behold her unmoved:: . but how ſhall-I- 

conclude the tragic drama In this flood 

of ſorrows, in this ecſtacy of grief the | 

expired. Horror, amazement, all that 

5 chilis the ſoul; ſtruek us dumb; the Axt =- 

les infant fixed its aſking eye piteous 

on the departed A mother 35 Lady. Emmel 5 

looked up to Heaven, as if to inter- 

rogate, Why: ſuch intereſting merit 
ſnould thus become the prey: of ſarrow.? 
We retired; wrapt in the paſt awful mo- 
ment. Oh! wo nen ens oy 

; a of fuch attachment, ſuch, exalted; 
aſſes ion, doomed. to undergo 1 the Ago», 

 nizing., pangs ſhe ſuffered, 1 1 and that 

thoſe looks were ſhaded with forrow, 


« Thoſe looles, 9 on nce the cottage wight ao 
2 Sweet as'the ptimroſa preps. Beneath as. thorns.” 


"IC? ; 


8 | "my 
4 1 5 ; * 


— 


my ſpirits fink : Why, why, 1 | cry, 
are the daughters of Humanity thus 
* ſcourged by the chaftening hand of 
Heaven? But when I conſider this 
mortal ſtate, the ſpot of ſacred trial, 
where diſappointments, croſſes, and mis- 
fortunes, lie, like hidden magnets, to call 
our ſleeping virtues into action, I bow 
with humble reſignation to the decrees 
of Heaven, and greet the gentle ſuf- 
| ferer, like a weary mariner, ſheltered, 
nt length i in the long-wiſhed for port. 
The following is a copy of the paper 
the rn into nen Emmel's . before 


4 DYING MOTHER'S LAST aDDrSs 
„T0 HER INFANT DAUGHTER. | 
e 1516 | 
| BETORE ve you. are wn anion. : 
wh this, m deareſt child, the hand. 


which 
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which wrote it will be reduced to its 
native duſt. Let your firſt principle be 
to reſtrain. your- growing - - paſſions 3 - d 
not indulge them under a falle, deluſive 

notion of their being innocent: believe 
me, my dear child, it is the moſt de- 
| ceitful of ideas, and will ſurely lead you 
into : errors, always dangerous, often · 
times: irreparable. I do not mean that 
yo ſhould exclude yourſelf from the 
tender joys of life: no, my Patty, en- 
courage them; but before you ſuffer 
either, friendſhip or love to obtain to 
great an aſcendency over you, ſearch 
your own heart, aad convince yourſelf that 
they are founded on eſteem. Without 
this you wilthoaid up ſorrows for your 
dutare life. Cheriſh the ſeeds: af virtuk 
in your boſom, and invigorate them by 
the warmth of W 2840 "DE ee 
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govern your actions towards yourſelf, 
| | humanity to mankind, and love and 
"al awful reverence to your God. 
Adieu, my child! Let theſe in- 
_firuQions fink deep into your mind: 
you will receive them from the hand 
that has ſuccoured and protected you; 
look up to ſuch benevolence with the 
higheſt gratitude, and endeavour to ex- 
preſs it, by treading, at an humble diſ- 
, ance, in the ſteps of your. guardian 
benefactreſs. Oh, my daughter! may 
theſe leſſons never be forgot! may they 
ever be felt with all the energy that 
can be e by a 8 mother! | 


— 


F TTT 


Mlethinks I has you PA This is net 

|. Patty this is not the ſimple villager, 

| * educated in an obſure hamlet.” It was, 

may friend, poſſeſſed as ſhe was, of few 
| advantages above a country education: 

5 it 


702 <z 
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it is true ſhe informed us, that Maria, 
the friend who had ſuccoured her in her 
misfortunes had in ſome meaſure re- 


fined her underſtanding, ſhe being of a 
; ſuperior birth and education to that 
ſtate in which fortune had placed her: 
but the improvement of Patty muſt have 
3 been chiefly owing to the ſtrength of 


her own genius, fince it is not likely 
that, in her fituation, ſhe could allot 
ſufficient time for any material cultiva- 


tion of her talents. | L 
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OR GLV BE me, my Elvira, if, in 


F =o? 1 


the rranſports of a heart. rejoicing 
b J * id 347 2 


it the happineſs of others, r indulge 


"myſelf in "ſomewhat too kavüh 4 de- 


W m0) ts, 


ö 
g 
f 


ſeription of the ſcene I bave been wit- 


0 14 „ 8 1 


nes to: 2 ſcene which. no uſceptible 


WEST'S be 


mind could behold unmoved! Prepare 


"then, my f ſweet friend, to hear the Fee 
| eital of misfortune crowned by Vliſs, 
from thoſe tranquil bowers which I fo 
heel diſcovered. 6 Dares misfortune in- 
* trude,” methinksI hear you repeat, « on 
a the inhabitants of that happy ſpot ” It 
Aduates it will, my Elvira! No flation, no 
virtue, is exempt from i it; 'tis the i image 
5 of mortality flamped on human nature. 
1 "I this 1 is digreſfing from the 2 


% 
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Lou may remember, in a my late viſit 
to the charming ſiſters, 1 remarked that 
2 certain melancholy ſhadowed Evan- ; 
| der's brow; at that time I imagined it 
to proceed from intenſe ſtudy: but I 
was miſtaken; it was ill-fated love. hag | 
diſpelled the enlivening yy! of, cheer- 
fulneſs. 1595 4 2 
Not far remote from Alonza: 8 W : il 
1 retreat reſided the venerable L- 
ander. His deſcent was noble; z he was 
affluent ; but the rapacious law had now 
0 reduced his ſplendid fortunes to a ſcaniy 
pittance. Though his poſſeſſions were 
diminiſhed, his mind ſtill acquired addi- Fs 
| tional haughtineſs; he was diſguſted with 
human kind, grew ſullen and moroſe ; and 74] 
contracted that auſterity of manners the 
| inſeparable attendant on miſanthropy. 
. Heaven had bleſt him with a daughter, 
"Pot 1 5 „ | whoſe 


+ 


#38 LETT ER FROM 


whoſe R lial tenderneſs and duty footh- 
4, in ſome degree, that aſperity with 
which cares and diſappointments had 
1 Toured. tis! nature. In the fair Li- 
ſetta virtue and beauty at once ſtrove 
il precentitidrice : diftinguiſhed- with 
theft” Endo , ments, ſolitude could not 
? long conceal her beauties ; love guided 
the” enraptured Evander to her retire- 
ment. Fe fa, he loved! 


A mutual flame was quickly 1 | 
* NDwas quickly, too, revealed: 
: its 4 For neither boſam. lodg'd 2 wth . 8 
44 That virtue keeps conceal'd. CRE 


',Oft did they meet at 'moon-light 
the lucid ſpring,” or ſteal i in ſecret to the 
ſhady bower, where fragrant woodbines 
and ſnowy jeſſamines were alone witneſs | 
to the ſacred interchange of love” 8 pureſt 
Vows... But what are the hopes | of 
| | lovers! How tranſeat, how momentary 


2 
» 
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is their bliſs! Alonza, the father of Eyans 


der, in Nn en, Lygapder to 


'a# 4: ji 


Inapakle . of 3 bly daughter 


With. a. fo; tune ſuitable, to his. wilhes, 


he determined that ſhe ſhould rather pine 
ha ſolitude, eſtranged. to, all the delicate 
ſenſibilities of connubial love, t han ſto 


to an alliance which, he thought, would 
reflect on him an obligation, to which 


bi haughty foul could na mt 


of th | teach au Ven enus e 


blighted by a s ſtern. command. 


Loog, did they droop, beneath. the 


cheerleſs influence of abſence, a prey 


"i. forrow and deſpair. . length the 
coffers of Lycander | were repleniſhed 5 


with the ſhining treaſures of the eaſtern 
mines; and bis lands and poſleſons wete 


hs >, rails refiored | 


flo. y | 


[ 0 the 
The beauteous bride came forth arrayed 


22 de. a he 
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reſt fored. At this unexpected reverſe of 


NM NQ He a 


fortune the cruel obflatle Which had ſo 


o1 Sata 
long impeded the union of the lovers 

* Ci . 

Vas temnoved, and Lycander with joy 


ul BY 23.34 


unites their hands. The ſcene was af- 


"Telling; dvery beatt confeſſed the tender 
171 mpathy'; every eye was ſuffuſed with 
a SF tedt of joy: : the 'nuptial day was 
" Ippoinrcd, and Cleora and myſelf were 


= 


"invited. Arche dawn of day we repaired 


rs of tetreſtrial happineſs. 


min à robe of the pureſt law, which was 


5 claſped at the breaſt by a icuure of der 


beloved Evander; her beautiful treſſes 
| were faſtened» by a knot of filyer, rib- 
ber cheek was tinged with 

. * Alledi's roſy: dye; and her eye ſpoke i in- 
1 effable ſoſtneſs. The. youth was grace- 


Sen 7 he ay robed in purple, 2 


1 | FS | * 
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golden veſt ſhone beneath; and the bloom 
of youthful vigour was painted on his 
_ countenance ;. while joy ſparkling in | 
| his eye, confeſſed the tranſports of ; is : 
heart. Alonza and Lycander were ba- | 
'bited | in the venerable robes. of una fected 
"grandeur: they advanced cowards the 
lovers, and placed on their 'brows 
- wreaths ;; that of. Liſettas Was the pale 
- bluthing roſe; and Alonza, bound the 
temples of his ſon with fragrant myrtle, 
Beauteous children ſtrewed their bath 
with the treaſures of Flora. The ſun 


% 


aroſe in full majeſty, and brigbtened on 
the ſcene; while the. ſoft morning 
_ zephyr borrowed fragrance, from. the 
ambroß al breath of Liſetta. The two 


lively ſiſters, Cleora, and myſelf. as. © 


ended on the happy fair. Our raſes were 0 
"of * bluſhing: hue; and chapleis of 
| CF  "amaranths 
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amaranths bound our brows. Thus we 
proceeded to the temple, where the 
indiſſoluble knot was tied. When we 
left the temple, a band of delightful 
muſie ſaluted us, from - graceful 
youths and virgins, habited as ſhepherds 
and. ſhepherdefſſes. As we returned to | 
the caſtle, we perceived a number of 
| beautiful children dancing on the banks. 
| of * ſweetly-murmuring - ſtream: at 
our approach one of them advanced, 135 
and preſented the bluſhing-bride with a | 
noſegay compoſed 'of the moſt _ imple 
flowers, yet ſo elegantly arranged as to 
| produce- a pleafing effect; the reſt fol- 
lowed her example, and paĩd the ſame 
compliment to the company. We be- 
held with pleaſure theſe children of 
artleſs i innocence, at an age when every 


thing conſpires to render cheir fimplicity 
 Areeable, | 
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agreeable. We proceeded to the caſtls 
of Alonza; at the front of hich was 
raiſed a ſuperb pavilion for ou ue 05 
ception: it was covered with a cloth of 
gold, and feſtoons of flowers, which wers 
hung round i it, agreeably contraſted witz 
the-magnificent glitter of its — baz 

A ſmall throne was erected in the midf; - 
overſpread by a canopy, for the charm- 
ing pair. Here a ſumptuous entertain- 
ment was prepared, where the rich 


goblet, fraught with purple juice, was 
crowned with wreaths of flowers. But 

how trifling was this gratification 

of the ſenſes, compared to that delightful | 
: one of contemplating. te. happy cou 25 
tenances which graced the ſcene! yy” 
| day was ſpent in every elegant amuſe- r 


ment: venerable age and liſping inn 18 


e united in the Seneral joy, till the 
falling 
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falling ſun reluctantly ſought the weſt. 
we then retired to a pleached grove, where 
a fylvan repaſt was ſerved: it conſiſted 
of bowls of milk, filver ſalvers of the 
delicious labour of the bees, and various 
\ baſkets, enriched with the choiceſt fruits. 
'To render the rural treat more pictu- 


reſque, mall] jats of flowers were judici- 


ouſly interſperſed between them, which 
the ſetting ſun, penetrating the entwiſted 
foliage, gilded with his declining luſtre, 
We did not depart till evening Cynthia 
had reſumed her mighty inves | in 
the firmament. 

Adieu, my ever · dear Elvira! Supply 
the deficiencies of this deſcription by 


| * own bappy 3 dienen. . 
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FROM FELICIA TO CECILIA. 


LETTER 1. 


— 


| Las mike no apology » to you, my 


Cecilia, for this tedious letter, a8 our 


hearts are too firmly united by the {oft 


bonds of friendſhip, to admit the cold 
. reſtraint of ceremony: without further 
preface, therefore, I I ſhall begin my re- 
| lation. % fy 5 Ro. 


On one fide of our new 3 
Peony by a wood, is a woſt beautiful 
Ipot, called Primroſe Vale, where I often. 


ray to enjoy the calm delights reſult- 


ing from ſuch rural views. It was at 
the dawn of day, w when Zepbyrus had 
printed a ſoft kiſs on Morn's dewy lip, 


and ſcattered fragrance from hegka 


broſial breath, that 1 had wandered Beo | 
|; the moſt romantic fart of the valley, ; 


"625 G0 OO 
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when my ear caught the ſounds of 
mingled voices. My reſidence in this 
part of the country being of ſhort dura- 
tion, I was but little acquainted with 
the ſpot which I imagined to be unin- 
habited; bur, entering a thicket, 
from whence the accents. proceeded, L 
perceived a ſmall cottage ;. the door | 
of which ſtanding open, diſcovered” 
a woman pale and dejected, reclined 
on A couch of matted ſtraw: by ber 


were kneeling two lifping babes, and a 


young girl. about eighteen, in the full 
bloom of health and beauty. They were 
offering up their morning adoration ta 
the ſupreme Author of nature; and, L 
know not how it was, but my heart i in- 
| ſen A/ joined in their pious ejaculations. 
When they had ended, the matron 
eating her eyes on me, made figns to 
| 5 i the 
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5 the young woman, who with an air of 
reſpectful diffidence invited me into the 
cottage. 1 accepted her invitation; for 
methought I had a faint remembrance 
of the dejected inhabitant. But figure 
to yourſelf my aſtoniſhment, when lool. 
ing attentively on her, 1 diſcovered the. 
real features of my much-loved and la- 
mented friend Clarinda! A tear ſtole 
down ber cheek as ſhe gazed on me 
in ſilent ſurpriſe ; ; and, preſſing my hand 
to her boſom, ſhe. attempted to riſe and 
embrace me. To behold one whom 1 


had known in all the pomp of wealth 
reduced ſo low, almoſt overpowered mo, 
1 attended her nuptials, Cecilia, when 
the freſhneſs of opening morn glowed on 
| her check ; I now ſaw her wan and mea · 
gre through fickneſs ; and, oh! ſhall I 5 
add, want: yet ſhe was Rill the ami- 
able complacent ſoul [ ever knew her. 
Mrs Aſter 


* 


e 
r 
— — ” 


31 us % > 
IE Ba oy onto 


- IN CEPT HCI A ] 
* » 2 — "ag 
1 wo A 


„ LETTER) FROM. 


2 


After diſmiſſing Fanny and the two 


lovely infants, with looks full of refig- 


nation ſhe thus addreſſed me. Lou are 
1 ſurpriſed, no doubt; my dear Felicia, 
* to find me in A ſituation ſo different 
* from that which my early. days pro- 


1 15 miſed. Before · you left England you 


is faw me united to the moſt amiable of 
* men; and were too well acquainted 
c with his virtues to doubt my felicity: 


2 his manners were gentle and humane, 


2 as 1 heart was open, honeſt, and fin- 


4 gere; being too noble even to ſuſpect 


© the worſt of men. In Lycander he 


£ repoſed unbounded. confidence : bur, 
alas! my Felicia, how often is the 4 i 
* hallowed ſhrine of friendſhip polluted ; 


1 ow oft do intereſt and ambition ſever 
. the deareſt bonds of ſympathetic in- 

© tercourſe ! The ee villian ſo in- f 
; e cenſed 
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0 | cenſed Belmont, my Charles's father, 
« that he withdrew our annual revenues, 
and left us totally deſtitute. , Thus 
reduced, a friend of my huſband's 

offered him a. ſmall commiſſion i in the 
army to go abroad: we would gladly 
have embraced poverty together, but 


our helpleſs innocents demanded. of 
us a more painful alternative. He ac - 


+ cepted it. We parted—we parted, 


my dear Felicia“ (She ſtopped to 
wipe a tear.) It is now five years ſince | 
"#3 have heard from him; nor do I know | 
85 whether he is ſtill alive. My Fanny is 


the only ſolace of my wretched widow- 
1 * hood: that dear girl, full of filial 
* duty, endeavours by every tendemeſs 
to ſoothe. my anguiſh. She is train- 
ing up her infant ſiſters in the paths 
* of virtue, and ſtrives to gain, by her 
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- ſpinning, a pittance to ſupport nature, 
„Six weeks ago I Was ſeized with a 
violent fever; during which we la- 
© boured under the moſt complicated 
* diſtreſs; and though I have frequently 
F obſerved her turn from me to wipe 
© away a tear, yet, fearing to augment 
„* my uneaſineſs, ſhe has ſupported ber- 
* {If with aſtoniſhing fortitulle. 

A youth of gentle manners, in the 
* neighbourhood, has reſigned her his 
heart: Aſphodel's bright virtues are 
* ſhaded by an innate modeſty, which 
i ſoftens their luſtre, His parents occupy | 

© 2 ſmall neighbouring farm, the only 

remains of their decayed fortune they 9 
0 with much for an union with my dear 
child; but ſhe will not aſſent to it, 

1. ' ſaying that, while her parents are 

in adverluy, ſhe can. ot think of di- 

vidipg 
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© viding her cares.“ Here the tender 


mother ſuppreſſed a half-breathed figh * 
and Fanny Alders entered with a bowl | 


of milk and a baſket of fruit, which her 
lover ſupplied her with daily. | 
I was delighted at the recital of fuch 
virtue, and ſecretly reflected with gra- 
| titude on that glorious Being who. had 
not only bleſſed me with a fortune; but 
Vith a heart likewiſe capable of enjoying 


the exquiſite. pleaſure of mitigating. its 
ſorrows. Oh, Cecilia, what are the 


tinſel enjoyments of the world, com- 
pared to the exerciſe of benevolence ? 
| Methinks it unfetters the ſoul from theſe 


ſhackles of mortality, and exalts her to 5 


5 thoſe bleſt regions of eternal day, where 


all is full perfection. But I have ſuf- 


fered my pen inſenſibly to See from 


my ſubject. . 
3 With 
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With ſome difficulty I perſuaded my 
amiable friend to indulge me with the 


ſociety of herſelf and family at Newton 
Lodge; fince which her health is per- 


fectly re-eſtabliſhed. 
baniſh every gloomy idea from her 
breaſt : but her Alders ſtill reigns there; 


I endeavour to 


the continues to mourn his abſence, and 
the uncertainty of his exiſtence. 


Adieu, my friend. I know not how I 
have made my narrative ſo long; but f 


1 perſuade myſelf it will not be un- 
pleaſing, as it informs you of the heart- 


felt ſatisfaction of 
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LETTER II. 


' SOME. ume ago, Cecilia, you may 
remember, I gave you an account of 


the unhappy fituation in which I found 


my amiable friend Clarinda. The me- 


lancholy ſcene is, thanks to Heaven, 


changed; a fairer proſpect now opens, 
and the bright ſun of. proſperity pre- 


: pares to gild, with its animating beams, | 


the meridian of her days. We had retired 


one morning to an arbour of jeſſamine, 


where, while one of us worked, the 


other beguiled the tedious hours by 


rehearſing ſome favourite author: we 


| had not been, however, long ſeated 


in this fragrant bower, before a ſervant 
announced the arrival of a gentleman, 
Who requeſted the conference of a few 


minutes with me. 1 returned immedi- 


Gn - _ ately 
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ately to the houſe ; when to my aſto- 
niſhment I diſcovered, j in the ſtranger, 
r the much lamented huſband of 
my friend. I ſtood motionleſs with 

| furpriſe, till he ſeized my hand; and, 
Preſſing it to his. boſom, faid—* My 
. friend, . my benefactreſs Is where, 
« | where is my Clarinda; my wife, my 
- « children? To you alone, as to a guar- 
« « dian angel, dol yok up for thoſe dear, 
© thoſe invaluable treaſures ! By this 
time I was ſomewhat recovered from 
| the ſurpriſe this unexpected PY had QC= 
cafioned. Let me, ſaid I, 80⁰ and 
prepare her for the happy minute 

2 that will reunite her to you.“ I baſtily 
ned to the bower, where ſhe. ſat 
| penfive, reading Thomſon” E beautiful de- 
ſcription of conjugal love. How to com- 
municate to her this unexpected bappy 
vicilſitude 
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PY 


viciſſitude of things I knew not: ſhe read 


to me a few lines, to which my embar- 
raſſment prevented me from attending; 


till with much energy the ſaid, 


—<©< What is the world to them, 
6 Its pomp, its pleaſure, and its nonſenſe all!” 


4 There was a time when I could acquieſce 
* in ſentiment with this ſweet painter of 
E. nature, 15 faid ſhe. * * You will again, 
e] hope,” rejoined I. « Never more !? 
ſhe cried: he is gone for ever! Here 
grief, which the melancholy ſubject : al- 
ways occaſioned, overcame her ; when 
Alders, who had, unperceived by me, 
traced my ſootſteps to the bower, in- 
ſtantly appeared. This unexpected 
tranſition Clarinda was unable to ſup- 
port; ſhe Hiricked violently, and 
/ fainted. The tranſported huſband | 
eaught her in his ams Awake, ” he 


— 


cried, 
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cried, © my Clarinda! Let the voice of 


. thy Alders awake thee to partake once 
more the tranſports of ſelicity and of 


* love! | 
I leave it to your imagination to 


picture the happy concluſion of this 


ſcene. Bleſſed in all his ſoul holds dear, 
his wife, his ſmiling infants ; ſuperadded 


4 ro an ample fortune, ſweetened by the 
5 toils and difficulties hs has experienced 


in acquiring of it; I have perſuaded 


them to indulge me with a ſhare in their 
felicity, by continuing to reſide with me. 
The gentle Fanny. and myſelf ſympa- 


thetically enjoy thoſe untainted delights 


which retirement o copiouſly preſents 


to its enthuſiaſtic votaries. T he cot 


where 1 firſt diſcovered. this amiable fa- 


mily is converted into a kind of rural ä 


arademyy where we retire to infirut our 


tile | 
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little Hebe and Celia. Over the door we 
have engraved in the moſs the following 
words "7 | 
THE NURSERY OF CONTENT. 
we have ſtored it with the beſt authors: 
and Fanny fays ſhe now enters it with 
delight; reflecting that her utmoſt 
wiſh is realized. Aſphodel is likewiſe 
happy in the aſſurance of a ſpeedy - 
union with the miſtreſs of his affection. 
ob Adieu, my ſweet friend. If you would 7 
* view content, virtue, and innocence, in 
their moſt pleaſing forms, favour me 
with your ſociety at Newton Lodge. 
FELICIA. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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